
 

Welcome to the Tenth Annual 
Westwind /Aleph  Conferenc e 

for Undergraduate Research and Writing! 
 
 
Undergraduates who attend a great research university like UCLA have the opportunity to 
engage in pioneering research with distinguished teacher-scholars.  The UCLA College has 
a long and proud history of encouraging students to participate in research, and of providing 
a rich array of opportunities, from the Student Research Program to Departmental Honors 
Thesis courses. 
 
Today, students from a variety of arts, humanities, social science and behavioral science 
disciplines will present their work at the tenth annual Westwind/Aleph Conference for 
Undergraduate Research and Writing.  At the end of the conference, we will honor students 
with Deans' Prizes for best conference presentations.  Funding for these prizes has been 
generously provided by the Division of Humanities, Tim Stowell, Dean, the Division of Social 
Sciences, Reynaldo F. Mac’as, Acting Dean, and by the Division of Undergraduate 
Education, Judith Smith, Dean and Vice Provost. 
 
I thank the staffs of the Undergraduate Research Center, Aleph (UCLAÕs journal for 
undergraduate research in the humanities, social sciences, and behavioral sciences), 
Westwind (UCLAÕs literary journal), and the Academic Advancement ProgramÕs Mentoring 
Programs for help in planning, organizing, and coordinating todayÕs conference. 
 
I wish all participants the best of luck with their presentations, and thank all who attend 
today for contributing to the encouragement of stellar undergraduate research at UCLA! 
 
 
Dr. Reed Wilson, Director 
Undergraduate Research Center  for the Arts, Humanities, and Social Sci ences 
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The Tenth Annual Westwind/Aleph Conference 
for Undergraduate Research and Writing 

May 16, 2008 
 

Schedule of Events 
 
 
9:00Ñ 10:00 a.m.   Registration and Welcoming Remarks  

(Charles E. Young Grand Salon, Kerckhoff Hall) 
Poster Setup 
(Ackerman Grand Ballroom) 
 

10:00 a.m.Ñ 2:45 p.m.   Poster Sessi on 
(Ackerman Grand Ball Room) 

 
10:00 a.m.Ñ 12 noon Panel Sessi on One  
 

Panel 1 Good lives : Ethics, Culture, Technology, and Educati on 
 (Room 2412, Ackerman Union) 
Panel 2 Language, Identi ty, and Achievement 
  (Room 3508, Ackerman Union) 

 Panel 3 Challenges to Urban Development  
  (Room 3516, Ackerman Union) 
 Panel 4 Constr aints on and Creati on of Experience 
  (Room 3517, Ackerman Union) 
 
12 noonÑ 1:15 p.m.  Lunch Break 
 
1:15 p.m.Ñ 3:15 p.m. Panel Sessi on Two  

 
 Panel 5 Concepti ons of Sex and the Body 
   (Room 2412, Ackerman Union) 
 Panel 6 Culture, Race, and Global Experiences 
   (Room 3508, Ackerman Union) 
 Panel 7 Care in Educati on 
   (Room 3516, Ackerman Union) 
 Panel 8 State Identi ty and Legiti mate Order 
   (Room 3517, Ackerman Union) 
 Panel 9 Westwi nd Readings 
   (Charles E. Young Grand Salon, Kerckhoff Hall) 
 

3:15Ñ 4:30 p.m. Reception; Closing Remarks; Presentation of DeansÕ and Vice 
ProvostÕs Prizes  

  (Charles E. Young Grand Salon, Kerckhoff Hall) 
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Index of Oral  Presenters  
 
Name          Sessi on          Panel          

Genna Angello Session 1 Panel 4 

Jason Barnes Session 2 Panel 8 

Madonna Benson Session 1 Panel 2 

Cui Heng Cao Session 1 Panel 3 

Linh Thao Cao Session 1 Panel 3 

Aerin Cho Session 1 Panel 3 

Jessica Chua Session 2 Panel 5 

Adrian Diaz Session 2 Panel 6 

Jessica Donig Session 1 Panel 3 

Neta Dumai Session 2 Panel 5 

Zeinab Elhawary Session 2 Panel 7 

Djuan Farmer Session 2 Panel 6 

Elizaveta Fouksman Session 2 Panel 6 

Erica Garcia Session 2 Panel 7 

Tina Gonzalez Session 1 Panel 2 

Ernest Grimes Jr. Session 2 Panel 7 

Cecilia Guevara Session 2 Panel 5 

Elena Jurado Session 1 Panel 4 

William Kolkey Session 2 Panel 8 

Rebecca Lippman Session 2 Panel 5 

Julia Luster Session 1 Panel 1 

Aresha Martinez Session 1 Panel 4 

Marisa Martinez Session 1 Panel 1 

Corey Matthews Session 1 Panel 1 

Elizabeth McCullough-Sanden Session 2 Panel 8 

Freddy Moncada Session 2 Panel 8 

Ernesto Moreno Session 2 Panel 7 
Marjaneh Mottaghi Session 1 Panel 3 
My Ngoc Thi Nguyen Session 2 Panel 7 
Tristan Reed Session 1 Panel 4 
Luis Salguero Session 2 Panel 6 
Roanne Sharp Session 1 Panel 4 
Violet Tavarez Session 1 Panel 2 
Kimberly Torres Session 1 Panel 1 
Shawn Van Valkenburgh Session 2 Panel 6 
Maria Vega Session 1 Panel 2 
Pamela Walls Session 1 Panel 2 
Heather Whitney Session 1 Panel 1 
Amy Zhou Session 2 Panel 5 
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WESTWIND / ALEPH CONFERENCE 2008 
ORAL PRESENTATION ABSTRA CTS 

 
 
Presenter: Genna Angello 
Major: Psychology 
Faculty Mentor: Elizabeth Bjork (Psychology) 
 
Inhibiti ng Irrelevant Associati ons During Creative Problem 
Solvi ng 
 
Creative problem solvers are often able to make associations between seemingly different 
items or situations in order to create novel and useful solutions. To ensure that such 
associations are relevant, however, inhibitory processes must prevent the activation of 
irrelevant associations. The current study explored this potential role of inhibition in creative 
problem solving using the Remote Associates Test (Mednick, 1962). In this test, participants 
were given a series of problems, each of which involved the presentation of three cue words 
(e.g., ache, hunter, cabbage). The participantÕs task was to identify a word associated with 
all of the cue words (i.e., head). The associations were composed of synonyms and 
commonly spoken phrases. We predicted that other words associated with the cue words 
would interfere during solution attempts, and would, therefore, be subjected to inhibitory 
control. Results are discussed as they relate to theories of inhibition and creative problem 
solving. 
 
 
Presenter: Jason Barnes 
Major: History 
Faculty Mentor: Patr ick Geary (History) 
 
Illiterati s et maxi me Sclavis:  An investi gati on of early eleventh-century Saxon 
atti tudes towar d foreign ethnicities, through the presentation of Thietmar of 
Merseburg 
 
Thietmar of Merseburg, in his Chronicon, describes a history of the Saxon-led Ottonian and 
Salian period Holy Roman Empire, which had constant dealings and battles with ethnic 
groups other than the Saxons. Often a damning tone is used in description of these groups 
and this seems a natural enough match for what we think of as the hostile character of the 
times. In an age that seems both brutal and unlearned by our standards, the fact that an 
empire in central Europe must be dealing with different languages, beliefs, and customs on 
every side and within itself as well makes it bound to contain an abundance of prejudice. 
However, a careful reading of Thietmar will produce a different understanding of his 
attitudes towards non-Saxons. There are undercurrents of inclusiveness toward certain 
groups, which desire exploration, and which will ultimately show that Thietmar and his 
contemporaries hold much more complicated viewpoints on these matters than one would 
initially assume. Through a reexamination of these assumptions we can hope to gain a 
slightly more complete and accurate perspective on the period or, failing that, reaffirm our 
sense of the narrow limitations on knowledge about such distant history.  
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

7 

Presenter:  Madonna Benson 
Major: Linguisti cs  
Faculty Mentor: Kie Zuraw (Linguisti cs) 
 
Perglish: A Hidden Linguisti c Relati onship 
 
In the current political atmosphere many citizens of the United States would consider Iran a 
distant country with a radical leader with fundamentalist ideals, but what isnÕt known is that 
Iran and the U.S. have a relationship that goes deeper than politics. Following the revolution 
in 1978 many Iranians relocated to the U.S. and besides becoming the largest population of 
Iranians outside of Tehran, Los Angeles has become an area of linguistic curiosity. While 
ÒSpanglishÓ has-been a growing phenomenon, especially in Southern California, many seem 
to overlook the large number of Persian speakers who speak a form of ÒPerglishÓ. This 
project focuses on the influence that English has on bilingual Persian speakers by 
examining both native speakers who werenÕt exposed to English until adulthood and native 
speakers who grew up with English as the dominant language. This study establishes that 
phonemes in Persian have started changing to the English phoneme such as trilled r 
becoming the English r and the uvular becoming a velar. My research will consist of a word 
list that shows the sounds in different positions of the word and will use native speakers of 
varying backgrounds and Persian language knowledge.  
 
 
Presenter: Cui Heng Cao 
Major: Economics/ Internati onal Area Studies 
Faculty Mentor: Rodney Swanson (Economics ) 
 
Role of Foreign Direct Investment in ChinaÕs Regional Economic Growth: A Panel 
Data Study of Pearl River Delta and Yangtze River  Delta Economic Zones 
 
The role of Foreign Direct Investment in economic growth has for long been debated and 
tested in the literature of international economics and development economics. Most of the 
empirical studies investigate the relationship between FDI and economic growth using data 
at a high level of aggregation, such as national level or provincial level. Due to the regional 
development disparity in China, this study is designed to reduce the effect of data 
aggregation and emphasize the regional development characteristics by using panel data 
from 24 cities in two key Economic Zones-- Pearl River Delta (PRD) and Yangtze River 
Delta (YRD) Economic Zones-- over the period of 1999-2005. Two-Stage Least Squares 
model estimation is utilized to address the Two-Way Causation between FDI and economic 
growth and assesses to what extent the FDI inflows affect the income growth of these two 
leading regions. The result indicates that FDI is a major determinant in the regional 
economic growth of PRD and YRD. At current stage of the study, theoretical implications 
have not been introduced till further regression analysis is conducted. 
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Presenter:  Linh Thao Cao 
Major: Mathematics 
Faculty Mentor: Kathy O'Byr ne (Educati on) 
 
The Development of Urban Youth Leaders 
 
Research data (United Way, 2003; Los Angeles County Statistics, 2003) show that Òonly 
48% of 11th graders pass the required exit examsÉ 38% of high school students do not 
graduateÉ and approximately 55,000 Angelinos youth are at-risk for a life of poverty as they 
transition into adulthood.Ó Given this reality, then, what can Angelinos youth do to gain 
the necessary knowledge and skills that will empower them to serve their community and 
prepare for future jobs? There is a considerable body of literature on empowerment and 
leadership development; however, the literature focuses primary through the lens of formal 
institutions and very few studies concern urban youth. The purpose of my research is to 
direct the study on leadership development for urban youth, where the participants are youth 
from the Los Angeles Urban League (LAUL) Ð Milken Family Literacy and Youth Training 
Center. My data collection includes literature reviews, field notes, student survey, interviews 
and statistics from various Los Angeles agencies. This research suggests that active 
participation in personal development workshops and the LAUL Leadership Institute can 
empower Angelinos youth to become effective leaders and social agents in the 
communities. I will also incorporate concepts of Youth Voice, Adultism, and leadership to 
guide my understanding of engagement and youth leadership development. Lastly, I will 
present implications of my research in the field of education and civic engagement.' 
 
 
Presenter: Aerin Cho 
Major: Internati onal Development Studies 
Faculty Mentor: Leobardo Estrada (School of Public Affai rs/Urban Planning) 
 
Social Busi ness Entrepreneurship ÐA Case Study of ThailandÕs Search for an 
Innovative Soluti on to Rural-Urban Development Gap 
 
Social Business Entrepreneurship (SBE) is a growing sector in the business world, as a 
means to achieve social objectives through sustainable business enterprise. As Muhammad 
Yunus explains, todayÕs capitalism and market need to be de-constructed to accommodate 
not only profit-seeking business but also socially-driven business whose objective is to help 
others. Thailand experience will be studied in depth, as an interesting place where the old 
and the new, the dependency economy and the sufficiency economy intersect. Creating 
more incentives for further entries and transitions to SBE market will hold keys to the growth 
of SBE sector. Also both government and non-governmental infrastructure will be crucial in 
implementing SBEÕs expansion and diversification. The need for SBE as a new channel of 
growth will be assessed from the perspective of rural development in Thailand. The 
research data was gathered by an ethnographic approach including web archival research, 
and participant observation from the one and a half months field study in a Northeastern 
village in Thailand. Secondary data analysis and review of governmental documents are 
also used. My research hopes to study how SBE can be adopted in facilitating development 
in third-world countries, especially those with new growing concerns for urban-rural 
inequality. 
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Presenter: Jessi ca Zapanta Chua  
Major: Anthropology 
Faculty Mentor: Mariko Tamanoi (Anthropology) 
 
Deconstr ucti ng the Myth of "Sexless Japan"  
 
Surveys reveal the majority of Japanese marriages to be ÒsexlessÓ in comparison to other 
post-industrial counterparts. Scholars blame the overwork of Japanese Òcorporate warriorsÓ 
and the increased numbers of females joining the labor force for contributing to this 
condition, and to the perhaps greater problem of declining birthrate. However, evidence 
shows that people are indeed engaging in sexual activity, but outside the domain of their 
own marriages. In my research I use primary and secondary sources from historical and 
contemporary perspectives of sexuality in Japan. I aim to connect the prevalence of the 
apparent ÒsexlessnessÓ with questions of individual identity, the nature of husband-wife 
relationships and their roles in constructing Òfamily,Ó and societyÕs underlying views of 
ÒmasculinityÓ and Òfemininity.Ó  
 
 
Presenter: Adrian Diaz 
Major: Politi cal  Science 
Faculty Mentor: Robert Chao-Romer o (Chicana and Chicano Studies) 
 
Sinophobia and MexicoÕs Post -Revoluti onary Nati onalism 
 
Many reputable scholars around the world have extensively researched the Mexican 
Revolution. Yet, despite the volumes of work available, certain elements have been left out 
of the discussion. My research aims to shed light on the anti-Chinese movement, which 
rallied against and ultimately drove a large majority of Mexico''s Chinese population out. The 
importance of my research, then, is that it allows for a better understanding of how the 
concept of "race" can be critical in producing politically charged racial movements. Utilizing 
racial perspectives and mestizaje theories as the lens of analysis, this study presents strong 
evidence of Mexico''s post-revolutionary nationalism serving dual roles, both as an 
ideological model of Mexican citizenry and as a template against which to justify  
discriminating the constitutive "Other" who did not match that ideal. Thus, a preliminary 
finding is that post-revolutionary Mexican nationalism benefited from the Sinophobic 
movement by uniting Mexicans under the idea of the righteousness and superiority of 
mestizaje, which further empowered the state and allowed for the elimination of foreign 
interests in Mexico. I limited my research on historical secondary sources, which I analyzed 
and interpreted from the perspective of an aspiring political scientist, working within the 
frameworks of political theory, cultural studies, post-colonial thought, and theories of 
globalization. Through further research, I hope to continue my research in reconsidering the 
roles ideology and race plays in state formation and how a communityÕs subjective 
perceptions and identities take form in interaction with the state's, institutions and 
discourses. 
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Presenter: Jessi ca Donig 
Major: Soci ology 
Faculty Mentor: Zsuzsa Berend (Soci ology) 
 
Comfort Food and Silver Spoons: an ethnographic study of food service at the Los 
Angeles Countr y Club 
 
Over the course of one year, I conducted an ethnographic study of food service at the Los 
Angeles Country Club, examining the ways that managerial controls, member expectations 
and server attitudes converge and sometimes conflict, in the process of enacting luxury 
service. Specifically, I investigated the ways that the arrival of a new, young manager 
impacted the serving staff. Upon his hiring, in the interest of ÒimprovingÓ the quality of 
service, new policies of surveillance, managerial control and uniform service were 
implemented. This created multiple conflicts in the workplace, as workers attempted to 
conform to standard practices as set by management, while still retaining their ability to 
perform their roles on the worker-server relationship and maintain personal autonomy, 
without being demoted or fired. Increasingly, employees came to regard the new policies, 
which included extensive server testing, a ban on foreign languages spoken on the floor, 
and demotion for those who were unable to adhere to those standards, as an effort not to 
train the old workforce but to eliminate them. The existing workforce, comprised of aging 
Thai and Latino immigrantsÑ most of whom have been by the club for between fifteen and 
thirty yearsÑ regarded the new. 
 
 
Presenter:  Neta Dumai 
Major: Communication Studies 
Faculty Mentor: Paul Von Blum (Communicati on Studies/Film and Televi sion) 
 
Arti sti c Expressi ons of Western Women's Body-Image Str uggles 
 
The struggle with body image affects millions of Western women daily. Rather than 
concentrate on the often-discussed influence of mass media on the topic, this project 
focuses on art as a vehicle for communication and expression of body-image conflicts which 
have become a reality for most women. Through discussion and analysis of several 
artworks in a variety of media, this project examines the external pressures encountered by 
women at an increasingly young age, the internal battles with their body image and self 
esteem, the plastic surgery phenomenon and its darker sides, the marginalization of non-
Caucasian beauty, young girlsÕ socialization into self-destructive behaviors, breast cancer 
survivorsÕ relationships with their new bodies, and the healing process which marks the 
triumph over distorted body image by finding self acceptance. My presentation is limited to 
the topics of external influences on body image and of breast cancer survivorsÕ body-image 
struggles. First, I present works by the artist, activist and professor Beverly Naidus, whose 
efforts express common experiences of body-image struggles. Additionally, I discuss 
artworks by breast cancer survivors illustrating their battle with the disease, as well as 
powerful images of the survivors themselves. The artworks included in my project provide 
commentary on the social and political issues discussed, and compel the audience to walk 
away from the pieces with a new, more expanded consciousness about the topic. 
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Presenter:  Zeinab Sade Elhawary 
Major: Afro-Amer ican Studies 
Faculty Mentor:  La'Tonya Rease Miles (English) 
 
High-Achievi ng Black Students in Urban Schools 
 
African-American students continue to disproportionately attend schools with substandard 
conditions and thus receive a low quality education. These dire conditions in schools impact 
the academic identity of African-American students. An inferior schooling experience 
contributes to how students see themselves in an academic setting, and negatively affects 
their perception of being able to access higher education (Perry, Steele, & Hilliard, 2003). 
However, little is know about how African-American students view their academic ability, 
potential, and performance in relation to their overall college-going outlook. A local high 
school, which currently faces a possible state takeover, in the Pasadena Unified School 
District is where I conducted research on students and their schooling experiences. The 
African-American students who took part in this research are high-achievers, defined for the 
purposes of this research as those with a GPA of 2.9 or above. Unfortunately, few African-
American students met the GPA requirement for eligibility into the UC system. To examine 
students'' perceptions of their academic capacity, I read and reviewed writing samples 
concerning their educational experiences, academic identity, and barriers to higher 
education. Through this discourse analysis, I found emerging themes that offer insight to 
understanding the needs of African-American students at this particular high school. As a 
microcosm of similar urban schooling contexts, this qualitative 
field research provides insight on how urban schools can more effectively foster positive 
academic identities for urban students, and promote and increase access to higher 
education for all students. 
 
 
Presenter: Djuan Tyree Farmer  
Major: Physiological Sci ence 
Faculty Mentor: Vicki e Mays (Psychology) 
 
Racism as a Stress Factor in Hypertensi on in Afr ican Amer icans 
 
African Americans are at increased risk for hypertension, a risk factor for strokes, 
cardiovascular disease, and chronic kidney failure. Studies have begun to implicate 
perceived racism or race-based discrimination as a possible factor in hypertension (Mays, 
Cochran, & Barnes, 2007; Merritt 2006). Racism and/or race-based discrimination are 
thought to work similarly to chronic stressors where the impact of racial bias is experienced 
as a daily hassle. Consistent perceived discrimination negatively affects the bodyÕs ability to 
stay in a state of homeostasis and causes allostatic load, the wear and tear that the body 
experiences due to repeated cycles of not being in allostasis (Mays, Cochran & Barnes, 
2007). Therefore, perceived discrimination may contribute to the significantly high rates of 
hypertension. This research examines the affect of discriminatory actions on the health of 
Africans Americans. 
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Presenter:  Elizaveta Fouksman 
Major: History 
Faculty Mentors: Sanjay Subrahmanyam (History) 
 
Global Knowledge Flows in the Age of Imperial ism: Russi an Oriental ism and the 
Journals of I. P. Minaev. 
 
Russia has long experienced something of an identity crisis. Is Russia a part of the West, of 
Enlightenment Europe? Or does its heart lie with the Orient, with the steppes of central Asia 
and the East? This essay investigates the role of Orientalism and Indology within this 
debate. The late 18th century saw the birth of what Raymond Schwab refers to as the 
"Oriental Renaissance" - the commencement of intellectual and cultural flows from India into 
the West, and the study and incorporation of Indian thought into the European cultural 
milieu. The history of Orientalism and Indology in English, French and German circles has 
been extensively studied. However, little work has been done of the cultural and intellectual 
connections between India and Russia. This essay explores such flows with the framework 
of cultural globalization and global knowledge flows by focusing on the travel journals of I. P. 
Minaev, a Russian Indologist with traveled throughout India and Burma in the 1880s. The 
case study of MinaevÕs travel journals serves as both a reflection of and a challenge to many 
of the themes within Orientalism, as well as a reflection of the cross-cultural interactions and 
multi-directional global knowledge flows occurring during the age of imperialism. 
 
 
Presenter: Erica Garcia 
Major: Soci ology 
Faculty Mentor: La'Tonya Rease Miles (English) 
 
More Than Just Numbers: Teaching Math Criti cal ly 
 
With failure rates on the math portion of the California High School Exit Exam at 52.4%, 
45.1%, and 37.8% among English learners, African-Americans and Latinos respectively, our 
current K-12 education system is ineffective in teaching mathematics (California Department 
of Education, 2007). Many students find math difficult, making it a subject that oftentimes 
prevents students from continuing on to college (Catasambis, 1994). Also, math is thought 
of as a universal subject, which involves little critical thinking and is performed individually 
(Nattiv, 1994). Alternate ways of teaching math are needed to effectively teach students 
math. To examine impacts of math teaching practices, I conducted research as a participant 
observer as a Bilingual Teacher Assistant in a 6th grade English Language Learning math 
class at Palms Middle School. My research attempts to answer the following question: how 
can cooperative learning groups become an effective way in promoting math learning 
among middle school English Language Learners? My preliminary findings suggest that 
cooperative learning groups are effective in the English Learning Program when teachers 
and students use positive reinforcement and elaboration in math by taking a collective 
approach. However, there needs to be some time in which students work individually, so 
that they do not become dependent on the group and can perform well on exams. This 
research provides an alternate way of viewing and teaching math in middle school. 
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Presenter: Tina Mati lde Gonzalez         
Major: Soci ology 
Faculty Mentor: La'Tonya Rease Miles (English) 
 
Student Voices: Breaki ng the Silence at Leuzinger "Lose-a-Finger"  High 
 
Critical thinking has been defined as the ability to assess the accuracy, credibility and value 
of knowledge, arguments, beliefs or claims (Beyer, 1983). This includes understanding the 
basic principles of presenting an argument, effectively using mental processes and applying 
decision-making techniques (Mid-continent Research for Education and Learning, 2008). 
Furthermore, this skill is measured in all three SAT test sections; this test is often one of the 
determining factors for a studentÕs admission to a university (College Board). Lacking such a 
skill not only limits oneÕs educational and career opportunities, but oneÕs decision-making 
ability, a basic life skill, which remains often underdeveloped. Despite its importance, there 
is limited research about developing critical thinking through the use of dialogue. This 
research will address schools'' inability to teach students to think critically and validate 
student voices as a means of informing educational practices. Through my work as a skill 
builder for the UCLA program, Xinachtli, at Leuzinger High School, I looked at the role of 
dialogue in promoting critical thinking with students. My research shows that dialogue, as a 
form of critical literacy, is necessary for student success within the classroom. I will discuss 
the development of critical thinking skills in response to the lack of dialogue within the 
classroom, and the role of teachers and other staff in encouraging dialogue to develop 
students'' understanding of material. 
 
 
Presenter: Ernest Grimes Jr . 
Major: Geography/Envi ronmental  Studies 
Faculty Mentors: La'Tonya Rease Miles (English) 
 
Low Achieving Black Males at a High Performi ng High School: Educational Resear ch 
at Los Angeles Center  High School 
 
A growing phenomenon in the United States is underrepresented students performing at 
levels below national average. As an African American male, I desire to focus on African 
American male students because they have continually been listed at some of the lowest 
performance levels. I chose to use my experiences in Educators For Tomorrow, a program 
preparing future social justice educators, and in, Vice-Provost Initiative for Pre-College 
Scholars, where I mentor underrepresented youth. For fieldwork, I work at Los Angeles 
Center High School, which is a nationally ranked magnet school, and has a twenty five 
percent African American student population. However, distinct from L.A.C.H.S.Õ success, 
the overall performance of African American males do not compare with the schoolÕs 
national reputation. To find out why this phenomenon exists, I gathered data from the 
V.I.P.S. database, G.P.A and other achievement data from the L.A.C.H.S. high school 
counselors, personal interviews with students, the accumulation of observational field notes, 
and surveys I administered to African American male students of all grades. Furthermore, I 
plan to provide an answer to the following research question, ÒWhy are Black males at a 
high performing high school still performing at low achievement levels?Ó In doing so, I will 
show more educational resources are needed, in addition to AP courses and a rigorous 
program, to increase the achievement level of Black male high school students. 
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Presenter: Ceci lia Guevara 
Major: English 
Faculty Mentors: Anne K. Mellor (English) 
 
Undercutti ng the Bourgeois Fami ly Ideal: Father-Daughter Incest in Mary ShelleyÕs 
Mathilda and Lodore 
 
This thesis confronts the problem of father-daughter incest in Mary ShelleyÕs Mathilda (1959; 
comp. 1819) and Lodore (1835). Although extensive criticism exists for Mary ShelleyÕs 
Frankenstein, critics largely overlook these two lesser-known novels. Current criticism 
focuses either on the sociopolitical implications of the father-daughter incest theme and its 
ramifications for a patriarchal society, or on the biographical parallels between the 
characters in the novels and Mary ShelleyÕs life. Neither approach addresses in detail the 
emotional ramifications for the female incest abuse victim. This thesis demonstrates how the 
construction of Lord LodoreÕs masculinity contributes to the problem of father-daughter 
incest and how women in the novels develop a relational-self. The novels reject the male 
tradition that attempts to justify father-daughter incest. Ultimately, the egalitarian family 
triumphs because Lodore provides the character of Fanny Derham who embodies the 
autonomous mother figure. In addition to new historicism, this thesis adopts a modern 
feminist psychoanalytic approach to address father-daughter incest. Presenting a stark 
critique of incest as it is defined through the male perspective, the main female characters in 
Mary ShelleyÕs Mathilda and Lodore exhibit symptoms of modern day father-daughter incest 
victims (including guilt, shame and depression), which both undercuts Mary ShelleyÕs 
idealized vision of the nineteenth century bourgeois family and highlights the significance of 
the autonomous mother figure within this family. 
 
 
Presenter: Elena Jurado  
Major: Anthropology 
Faculty Mentors: Linda Garro (Anthropology) 
  
Creati ng Memories: A Fami ly Health Portrait 
 
For the past two years IÕve worked under the direction of Dr. Linda Garro, an 
Interdisciplinary Research Scholarship Program (IRSP) faculty affiliate, on the health and 
well-being component of a larger interdisciplinary research project within the department of 
Anthropology. This project is undertaken by members of the UCLA Center on the Everyday 
Lives of Families (CELF; funded by the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation and directed by Dr. 
Elinor Ochs). This research explores issues of health and well-being for dual-career middle-
class families living in southern California. It relies on the CELF corpus of video-recordings 
of everyday family life (approximately 20-25 hours for each of the thirty-two participating 
families) as well as data collected through other methods. These include semi-structured 
interviews eliciting the daily routines of family members as well as a wide-ranging interview 
which explores issues relevant to individual and family health and well-being. My research 
project builds upon my work as an IRSP intern and forms part of a larger endeavor to 
construct what Dr. Garro calls Òworking family health portraitsÓ for individual families. To do 
this, I have analyzed interview material to discover how family members think about health 
and well-being, looking for points of convergence and divergence between the interview 
material and the video data, and have analyzed the video data to discover how health and 
well-being are enacted in everyday life. In this way, I am in the process of creating a family 
health portrait for a specific family as part of a comprehensive 199 project during my senior 
year. 
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Presenter: William Kolkey 
Major: History    
Faculty Mentor: Patr ick Geary (History) 
 
Confl ict and Legitimacy in Sixth-Century Merovingian Gaul 
 
The fall of the West Roman Empire meant the dissolution of a political order. Roman 
centralized public bureaucracy, the institution of Western emperor, and in some places 
Roman law itself crumbled to invasion. But while the fall of empire marked the end of one 
legitimate order, it also heralded the beginning of another. This thesis is about that new 
order, and it is about how it forged an enduring sense of legitimacy in the post-Roman world. 
Because of the complexity of the issue, the focus will be on just one of the former Roman 
provinces; namely, sixth-century Gaul under the Merovingian dynasty. The goal of this 
thesis, simply put, will be to analyze the nature of Merovingian order and what made that 
order acceptable. In order to accomplish this goal, this thesis will draw on four stories from 
Gregory of ToursÕs Libri Historiarum X. Each story involves a pretender or rival contesting 
the power of an established authority (either a bishop or king). The assumption is that when 
power is contested, that which makes it legitimate becomes apparent. The pretender or rival 
claiming power, as well as the established figure under threat, must each clarify why his 
position is the most legitimate. By looking at how bishops and kings legitimize power when 
under threat by a rival or pretender, my thesis aims to illuminate the nature of sixth-century 
political legitimacy. 
 
 
Presenter: Rebecca Lippman 
Major: Comparati ve Literature 
Faculty Mentor: Kathleen Komar (Comparati ve Liter ature) 
 
Danz—n: A Subversive Symphony of Sorts 
 
The jacket of Maria NovaroÕs 1991 Mexican film Danz—n displays the lower half of a woman 
in red posed on the docks beside a red flower. Her long legs slide out from beneath a 
miniskirt with a sensuality that is enhanced by a pair of red high heels. From these images, 
the film seems to be an exotic, ÒsensualÓ or ÒenchantingÓ adventure, but this image is one of 
many examples of the filmÕs ironic self-consciousness. NovaroÕs film is titled after a revived 
1920s popular Mexican dance, the danz—n, and the film itself moves around the very 
choreography, music and history of this tradition. Some of the most striking aspects of the 
film center on the use of both music, something that film can capture and use in unique 
ways, and dance, a bodily movement that cannot be transferred onto a flat and inflexible 
television screen. In order to understand the filmÕs relationship with music and dance I will 
spend some time with film theories that discuss the use of music in film. From there I will 
develop that theory as a framework for understanding how NovaroÕs seemingly fun and 
charming film works intimately with notions of gender, the other and performance. The 
themes and issues raised within the context of Danz—n have informed my current research 
on ÔperformativeÕ or performed ÒotherÓ figures in Latin America. 
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Presenter: Julia Luster 
Major: English 
Faculty Mentor: Kenneth Reinhard (English) 
 
Deleti ng God: the Religious Void in Jean AnouilhÕs Anti gone and the Rise of the 
Indivi dual in Response to Hegel and Sophocles 
 
This thesis investigates Jean Anouilh''s Antigone as re-reading of SophoclesÕ Antigone by 
examining the breakdown of Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel''s opposition between Antigone, 
representative of kinship and religion, and Creon, champion of the state. At stake in such an 
undertaking is not only a deeper understanding of the dialectic which turns away from a 
teleological world view advocated by Hegel toward a more modern conception lacking this 
ultimate goal or end, but also an appreciation of how twentieth century authors such as 
Anouilh conceived their own reality and social institutions given the decreasing emphasis on 
religion. Through a careful analysis of SophoclesÕ and AnouilhÕs Antigones, key deviations 
emerge as Anouilh deletes religious content; this makes a striking impact on key characters, 
the plot, the tone and intent of the play. Besides an examination of the primary texts by 
Anouilh and Sophocles, AnouilhÕs response refracts through the theoretical lenses of 
influential authors who also interpret Antigone. S¿ren Kierkegaard with his existential bent in 
Either/O, Judith Butler with her ideas on family and gender in AntigoneÕs Claim, and Jacque 
Lacan, the psychoanalytic powerhouse whose emphasis on anti-heroism and at• in The 
Ethics of Psychoanalysis all provide valuable insights. Meanwhile, the vacuum that emerges 
because of AnouilhÕs religious deletion gives rise to a new kind of heroism and a triumph of 
individualism despite the deterioration of social institutions. 
 
 
Presenter: Aresha Marti nez 
Major: Lati n American Studies 
Faculty Mentor: Alex Ortega (Public Health-Health Service) 
 
Filling the Gaps for PTSD Treatment of Lati no Military Personnel 
 
Despite the vast research in addressing Post Traumatic Stress (PTSD) within US military 
personnel from Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom, fundamental 
gaps exist in the understanding of access and treatment for this mental illness. Literature 
reveals that there is a large discrepancy between the need for mental health services and 
the use of those services within the military, where nearly 60% of those screened for PTSD 
not seeking treatment. Particularly, structural, personal, and cultural factors play a large role 
in determining whether soldiers seek and receive the care they need. This project sought to 
assess cultural factors among current Latino military personnel that influence their rates of 
PTSD and their utilization of mental health services. Past research of the Vietnam and Gulf 
Wars found that Hispanic veterans had a higher prevalence of PTSD in comparison to Anglo 
and African American veterans and preliminary studies of contemporary soldiers reveals a 
correlation between Hispanic ethnicity and PTSD. In regards to utilizing treatment, military 
stigma already largely deters affected soldiers from seeking aid and within the civilian 
Hispanic population cultural stigma also provides a barrier to service use. However, little 
research has been conducted to assess how the combined cultural and military stigma is 
affecting Latino soldiers, if at all. Additional barriers to care, such as location of military 
treatment facilities and attitudes on specific types of treatments or drugs, have also not been 
reviewed for Latinos or minority personnel in general. Given that current rates of PTSD in 
the military population has been projected to cost the US society $2-4billion dollars/year and 
the rates of Latino enlistment in the military is steadily increasing in the military, further 
research is required to  determine the full impact of PTSD among Latino military personnel.  
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Presenter: Marisa Marti nez 
Major: Comparati ve Literature 
Faculty Mentor: Octavi o Pescador (Educati on) 
 
Criti cal Educati onal Theory and Praxis: How Can Educati onal Reform Affect Soci al 
and Politi cal  Issues Plaguing Our Society 
 
It is assumed that if progressive and positive changes occur within governmental and 
economic structures, it will naturally occur within human nature and social relations. History 
continues to prove this assumption wrong; this is why critical pedagogy and critical theory 
are a necessity in our educational system. I believe education holds the most influential 
power when it comes to changing the way humans see themselves; not as individuals 
competing against each other, but as one unified organism with a common goal of loving 
and caring for all. In allowing systems such as prejudice, racism, sexism, and classism to 
exist in our society, we are de-humanizing ourselves and moving further away from the 
peopleÕs greater goal of peace and equality. Freedom sits on the shoulders of humanization 
and without this there can be no successful positive social change in the name of freedom. 
Thus, the purpose of education is to humanize the population in order to insure that when 
there is sincere progressive action in the name of freedom, it shall endure. Education must 
act as an impetus for this change in society, a change that would unite the population and 
promote positive social relations and advocate unconditional equality. My research is 
focused on educational reforms that promote this change and instill the principles of positive 
social action and thought within the students of tomorrow. 
 
 
Presenter: Corey Matthews 
Major: Psychology 
Faculty Mentors: La'Tonya Rease Miles (English) 
 
Afr ican Amer ican Youth choose mobile technology over high school curriculum 
 
As Sidekicks (mobile phone that has email, text messaging, and AOL Instant Messenger 
(AIM) capabilities) have become more popular with African American students, it has 
become imperative to study the effects of their strong technological presence on these youth 
in schools (Descy, 2007). African American students are using text messaging and AIM 
during classroom time. So the question is, ÒAre African American students using technology 
to escape from the school because of a negative internalization of self worth? Or, is it mere 
disengagement from the curriculum?Ó Answers to these questions present multiple reasons 
for this demographicsÕ increased use of mobile technology and gravitation towards 
sophisticated mobile devices. Both questions address possible reasons for this behavior, 
however, they are not dichotomous. Instead, they are interwoven when examining a school 
system from African-American studentsÕ perspectives. ItÕs been proven 
that urban school curriculum is disengaging and definitely correlates to increased high 
school dropout rates and attendance (Lewis, 2006). Drawing from my research at 
Morningside High School, in Inglewood, I studied this growing behavior in African-American 
students in relation to their internalization of a decreased self-worth Ð which is intensified by 
the school system. Through surveys, individual and group interviews, and observational 
studies this research will discuss what students are thinking when disengaged from the 
schools and how these thoughts influence their use of technology during classroom 
instruction time. 
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Presenter: Elizabeth McCullough-Sanden 
Major: Politi cal  Science 
Faculty Mentor: Joshua Foa Dienstag (Politi cal Science) 
 
With or Without Marbury V. Madison: How the precedent of state courts,  the creati on 
of an independent judiciary, and the vague language in Arti cle III necessar ily led to 
the implementati on of judicial revi ew 
 
'In the case of Marbury v. Madison, Chief Justice Marshall rejected an act of Congress on 
the grounds that it violated the Constitution. Marshall argued that such a power is inherent in 
the court because it is the courtÕs duty to uphold the Constitution against any act to the 
contrary. With that decision, judicial review became an explicit power of the United States 
Supreme Court. Controversy ensued because opponents of the decision argued there was 
no mention of the power of judicial review in Article III of the Constitution and perceived the 
decision as interceding on the independent powers of the legislature. Yet Marbury would not 
be the first occurrence in AmericaÕs history where judicial review was implemented. The 
development and practice of judicial review was first observed in the revolutionary state 
courts. The role of the state courts was to uphold the state constitution as supreme law and 
interpret it as such to maintain that supremacy in the courts. The separation of the judicial 
branch from the executive and legislature, and the lack of prohibitive language used in 
Article III, empowered it as the arbiters of constitutional law, and with that, the duty to uphold 
the supremacy of the Constitution by any means possible. In given this obligation, it is the 
courtÕs inherent power to rule acts and laws contrary to the Constitution void. 
 
 
Presenter: Freddy Moncada  
Major: History 
Faculty Mentor: Robin Derby (History) 
 
Somos Bolivianos!"  Progressive Decepti on: Misrepresenti ng and Excluding 
Indigenous Ethnici ty during Revolutionary Transformati on 
 
The following presentation discusses race and ethnicity in Bolivia during its grand social 
revolution in the 1950s. The Bolivian National Revolution (1952-1964) reorganized the 
social, political, and economic order. It projected a middle class to the forefront of power, 
replacing the regime of traditional elite. The support of indigenous groups, who constituted 
the majority of the population, played a vital role in the success of the movement. As a 
result, indigenous populations acquired gains from suffrage to agrarian reform. However, 
white supremacist notions of ÒprogressÓ promoted a nationalistic view, excluding indigenous 
identity and culture. One of the principal newspapers in Bolivia at the time, El Diario, 
reaffirmed the revolutionÕs ideology of progress. This research project uses El Diario to 
examine the (mis)representation and exclusion of an indigenous identity during a critical 
social transformation in Bolivia. I argue that El Diario is a mechanism of the governmental 
scheme of progress, which created and continued negative perception of indigenous 
peoples. In conclusion, this project brings awareness to the plight of indigenous groups, and 
promotes critical dialogue and analysis of race issues in the Andean region. 
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Presenter: Ernesto Moreno 
Major: Mathematics 
Faculty Mentors: La'Tonya Rease Miles (English) 
 
Who Really Cares About Math Students? 
 
My research addresses the issue of caring in the classroom, in particular the lack of caring 
in actions taken by teachers and students alike (Noddings, 1992). The decision to lack care 
can subconscious, but the effects on a studentÕs educational experience are equally as 
powerful as the effects from a conscious decision of carelessness (Valenzuela, 1999). My 
research attempts to address this issue by analyzing instances, documented first hand, in 
order to illustrate what a caring teacher looks like as well as what a non-caring teacher looks 
like. If elements of a non-caring teacher are highlighted, isolated, and examined, we can 
learn from their mistakes. The research takes place at University Senior High School, 
specifically focusing on a 9th grade AVID class, 9th Grade Algebra class, and a 9th grade 
advisory class. During my participatory research, which was composed of 55 hours in the 
classroom, I looked at the interactions amongst the students and teachers, with an 
emphasis on the role of caring. My research offers the field a perspective on the question of, 
ÒHow can we get students motivated to learn through caring?Ó Although I recognize that I do 
not stress motivation in my research, I believe that the question of ÒHow can we bring  
more elements of caring into the classroom?Ó is a more appropriate question that would 
eliminate the question about motivation. 
 
 
Presenter: Marjaneh, Mottaghi 
Major: Soci ology 
Faculty Mentors: La'Tonya Rease Miles (English) 
 
Urban Public Spaces: Comparing New York and Los AngelesÕ Quintessential Social Use 
 
Los Angeles and New York, two of the largest U.S. cities, have been juxtaposed to 
determine if and how their public spaces differ. By examining public libraries as 
representative public spaces, the themes of community, functions, clients, space and design 
of six New York public libraries and six Los Angeles public libraries were compared. Using a 
structured open-ended design, librarians were interviewed and perceptions of physical 
space and its social use were sought. Given that the Los Angeles spaces were newer than 
New York spaces, there was greater access to newer possibilities, such as community 
rooms, modern architectural design, and user-friendly interiors. Also, the Los Angeles 
libraries fulfilled the needs of the community on many different levels, they acted as 
babysitting sites for children after school, they informally provided temporary shelter for the 
homeless, seemed to compete with DVD rental stores, acted as mini-offices for those 
lacking technology and they were meeting grounds for tutors and pupils. Overall, Los 
Angeles libraries served as community centers and were open to interpretation of the social 
life of space and they shed the more conservative notions of how library space should be 
used. On the other hand, New York with a difference in urban density, high pedestrian 
transport and joint public/private collaboration, was limited to old or historic spaces, and the 
libraries functioned as traditional reference library centers prioritizing readersÕ needs. 
Cultural programming was not as important in New York and the libraries were more 
specialized than Los Angeles. Interestingly, New York spaces were defined as city spaces 
whereas for Los Angeles physical space was detached from the urban setting. It was 
determined that users in different cities have different spatial needs and perceptions, thus to 
plan favorably designed spaces, architects and library planners need to take into account 
community needs, rather than using a one-size fits all model. 
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Presenter: My Ngoc Thi Nguyen  
Major: Soci ology 
Faculty Mentor: La'Tonya Rease Miles (English) 
 
The Tracks of Life: Strati fi cations Within Long Beach Polytechnic High School 
 
Tracking is an organizational practice of schools that assign students to instructional groups 
on the basis of ability. The theory of tracking argues that because students have different 
academic abilities, it allows teachers to teach ÒhomogenousÓ students (Hallinan, 1994). 
Because schools divide students to match instruction more closely to their needs, the 
ÒefficiencyÓ and ÒeffectivenessÓ of tracking is supported by many parents, teachers, 
counselors, administrators, and even some students. However, tracking purposes rarely 
coincide with tracking practices, because tracking is problematic for students particularly 
assigned to lower tracks. Low-status students are at a considerable disadvantage because 
low-track classes compose of predominantly students of color and/or students from low 
socioeconomic status, while high-track classes are dominated by students from 
socioeconomically privileged groups (Hyland, 2006). Research on tracking has identified 
distinct differences in teacher quality and curriculum between high and low track classes 
(Oakes, 1994). In some tracked schools, not only are students tracked but teachers are 
tracked as well; for example, the best and most qualified teachers are assigned to high track 
classes (Gamoran, 1992). In every classroom, there already exist knowledge and ability 
differences between students, but track placement systematically widens the gap of 
disparities between students assigned in high tracks versus students assigned in low tracks. 
The structural aspect of tracking not only perpetuates educational inequality, but also the 
social inequity that stays with the students throughout school and continues after school in 
the labor force (Oakes, 1994). Researchers have observed evident educational inequalities 
between schools; however, educational inequalities within schools are more likely 
overlooked. Having conducted a year-long field research using a mixed-methods approach 
to collect achievement data, observational field notes, and student narratives at Long Beach 
Polytechnic High School while serving as a college aide, my research calls for educational 
reform in tracked schools. My work expands on past research by seeking to illustrate the 
negative effects of tracking: reproduction of social inequalities, perpetuation of racial 
segregation, and what tracking means for low-track students towards college access and 
their discriminatory experiences in school. 
 
 
Presenter: Tristan Reed  
Major: Economics 
Faculty Mentor: Michael Rothschild (Economi cs) 
 
Posi ti ve Exter naliti es fr om WomenÕs Health Services? The Effects of Indonesia's 
"Midwi fe in the Village"  Program on ChildrenÕs Nutr iti on. 
 
Women's health has long been a focus of development policy. A survey of the demography, 
health and economics literature shows that womenÕs health services in developing countries 
have in many cases been effective at improving indicators of women's health such as 
morbidity, mortality and nutrition. An open question, however, is the extent to which the 
benefits of women's health services "spill over" to their children. This paper uses longitudinal 
data from the Indonesian Family Life Survey to estimate certain positive externalities 
generated by IndonesiaÕs "Midwife in the Village" program. A difference-in-difference-in-
differences quasi-experiment is employed to overcome selection bias in "midwife effect" 
estimators due to non-random allocation of midwives to villages. Specifically, the paper 
estimates the effect of the program on children's nutritional outcomes. Results are 
forthcoming. 
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Presenter: Luis Salguero 
Major: Anthropology  
Faculty Mentor: Alessandro Duranti   (Anthropology) 
 
Fighti ng for legiti macy : an Ethnographic study of the American Mixed Martial Arts 
landscape 
 
The purpose of my project is to investigate how the burgeoning new sport of Mixed Martial 
Arts has and is being contextualized in our present day society. Mixed Martial Arts is a 
relatively new combat sport that has garnered recognition in recent years and is currently 
struggling to become legitimized as a ÒsportÓ in the eye of the masses. Through my research 
I look to investigate how the sport deals with issues of masculinity, the appeal for 
participants of the sport, how the sport is framed, identified, and the history of it itself. 
Interviews, historical sources, and participant observation in the sport will be used in order to 
gain a better understanding of how the Mixed Martial Arts culture operates as well as a 
better understanding of how sport and violence is contextualized in our modern American 
society. My findings have lead me to believe that Mixed Martial Arts is contextualized in a 
capitalist framework that commodities athletes (like all sports) and packages the sport with 
culturally specific ideas of masculinity, sex, and violence in order to sell to the public. 
Fighters often compromise freedom of representation in order to participate in a sport that 
they enjoy for various reasons. 
 
 
Presenter: Roanne Sharp 
Major: Comparati ve Literature 
Faculty Mentor: Kathleen Komar (Comparati ve Liter ature) 
 
Looki ng through the glass eye: How mai nstream authors use metaphors of 
amputati on to open the marginal experience. 
 
At the climax of Arundhati RoyÕs God of Small Things, an untouchable man stands out in the 
rain, having removed and offering on an outstretched palm his own glass eye. The violence 
of is particularly striking because it associates social marginalization of an order we can 
scarcely imagine with harm to a body we universally possess, making that foreign 
experience suddenly comprehensible to us. In my thesis I argue that because amputation 
deals in the universal realm of the human body, it has the capacity to form consistent and 
powerful representations of social marginalization for anyone, in literature by anyone and for 
anyone in any part of the world. My analysis focuses on God of Small Things by Arundhati 
Roy and A Fine Balance by Rohinton Mistry, two novels that reach across space, time and 
culture to tell the story of India in the 1970s to an international, English-speaking audience 
of the 1990s. At the heart of each novel lies the broken open-body of an untouchable man, 
an image meant to illicit empathy and outrage, but an image which ultimately troubles the 
use of amputation symbolism itself: when do these powerful metaphors stop representing 
marginalization and start replicating it? 
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Presenter: Violeta Tavarez 
Major: Spanish 
Faculty Mentor: La'Tonya Rease Miles (English) 
 
Challenges non-traditi onal students face 
 
Achieving higher education for non-traditional students which are first-generation, studying 
part-time, employed while attending college, from lower socio-economic status levels (Laura 
Rendon, Facilitating Retention and Transfer for First Generation Students in Community 
Colleges, 1995) is a continuing struggle. The cost of attendance including tuition, housing, 
and other expenses is a burden for these students. Cost for medical and child care also 
outpaced general inflation by a large margin, yet they are not adequately taken into account 
in financial aid calculations (William Zumeta and Deborah Frankle, California Community 
Colleges making them stronger and more affordable, 2007). As a peer mentor at a 
Community College in Southern California in which the majority of students are Latinos I 
have encountered students urge to attend an elite university but feel discouraged because 
government financial aid and the universities themselves are not accommodating the needs 
of these working class non-traditional students. I will expand my research with field work. In 
this research I will be touching on the experiences of working class non-traditional students 
at community colleges. The focus of this research will be, how do non-traditional students 
experience the college going process and what challenges do they face? What can be done 
according to these students to ensure there transfer success to elite universities? 
 
 
Presenter: Kimberly Torres 
Major: Soci ology 
Faculty Mentor: Zsuzsa Berend (Soci ology)  
 
Social Networking and Self-presentati on on Facebook 
 
This project explores how the social networking site of Facebook, affects college students 
offline and online lives. In addition to understanding the online and offline components of 
Facebook, this project also seeks to understand studentsÕ perceptions of Ôself-presentationÕ 
on the popular website. Semi-structured interviews were conducted with 9 UCLA 
undergraduate students with questions related to usage and self presentation revealing the 
students personal perceptions of the website. The interviews revealed that Facebook almost 
always had positive results on studentsÕ academic, work, and social lives. While this project 
may only be applied to a small population at UCLA, it nonetheless provides insight into 
studentsÕ true perceptions of the website and its effects on their lives in general. The 
interview in-depth aspect allows us to truly infer the impact of the website on the users and 
in turn perhaps infer possible implications to society as a whole. 
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Presenter: Shawn P. Van Valkenburgh 
Major: Women's Studies 
Faculty Mentor: Sara Melzer (Women's Studies Program) 
 
Redefi ning Democr acy: Femi nism,  Hierarchy, and the Animal Rights Movement 
 
Third-wave feminism has embraced a cross-sectional and holistic analysis of oppression, 
but has largely ignored the current state of non-human animals in western capitalist society. 
In fact, the argument for social equality has frequently been made upon a linchpin of animal 
inferiority. There is however an increasing number of "eco-feminists" who maintain that to 
ignore animal oppression is to misidentify the nature of social hierarchy. In my paper, I 
argue that animal ethics is a logical extension of women's studies not only because of the 
utility of feminist philosophy for understanding animal oppression but also because animal 
rights theory feeds back on to feminism to strengthen its power to destabilize the status quo. 
I support this claim by drawing from the burgeoning scholarly tradition of eco-feminists such 
as Donna Haraway, Lynda Birke, Peter Singer, and Susanne Kappeler and by situating 
them in relation to feminist philosophy and larger movements for social change. This has 
important implications for how progressive social movements and academia relate to 
western animal discourse. 
 
 
Presenter: Maria Vega 
Major: English 
Faculty Mentor: La'Tonya Rease Miles (English) 
 
A Silenced Language: An ethnological  perspecti ve of ELL students at Frankl in High 
School 
 
While previous research concerning college access for underprivileged youth investigates 
the reasons for low diversity in many universities/colleges, this research neglects to address 
an over-looked population of English language learners (ELL). Every year a significant 
amount of ELL students enroll in public schools which are inadequately prepared to offer 
students the guidance and support needed to obtain English proficiency skills, and 
competence in rigorous coursework (Rebecca M. Callahan, Tracking and High School 
English LearnersÕ 2005). Instead, teachers and school administrators segregate ELL 
students based on their level of English comprehension, and immerse them in unchallenging 
courses which not only discourages students from succeeding but also hinders their ability 
to be college eligible (Carloyn Layzer, Judy Sharkey, Whose Definition of Success? 2000). 
Although some research focuses the structural factors of the ELL program, very few studies 
focus on the social/ cultural factors at work. The purpose of this research is to identify the 
negative internalized ideologies which debilitate ELL studentsÕ opportunity for academic 
mobility at Franklin High School. I will investigate the relationship between studentÕs 
aspirations as a part of the ELL program, and the goals of the ELL program for its students. 
Lastly, I will determine the significance of an adequate ELL program to attend to the needs 
and interests of ELL students, not only to achieve English proficiency but academic 
competence as well. 
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Presenter: Pamela Walls 
Major: English 
Faculty Mentor: La'Tonya Rease Miles (English) 
 
Black Girls in the House . . . Who Cares? 
The dwindling number of African American girls in Los Angeles Unified middle schools Ð 
40% of the John Muir Middle School student population during the 1997-1998 school year, 
and 22% during 2007-2008 Ð results in their decreased voice and fewer of their educational 
needs being met. Consequently, many African American girls remain disengaged from 
school and turn to self-defeating behaviors to replace the void left by school's inattention. 
The appearance of their initial disengagement manifests itself in their resistance to schools 
and teachers. Even more, these girls lack the necessary social tools and critical thinking 
development to envision themselves as meaningful contributors to a progressive society. 
Labeled Òat-riskÓ, they barrel down the educational pipeline and Òdrop-outÓ too often, 
ultimately succumbing to the social reproduction of ÒlackÓ Ð lack of esteem, lack of agency, 
and lack of resources. During my semester-long field study at John Muir Middle School in 
South Los Angeles, I used a mixed methods approach to my data gathering including, but 
not limited to, observations, analysis, and interviews. This research found a lack of positive 
racial identity that could promote peer interaction; academiaÕs lack of literature and research 
for young African-American females; and teachers who often reinforce Òthe good-hostessÓ 
gender-specific identities of being quiet, sociable, and helpful, instead of encouraging 
academic achievement. 
 
 
Presenter: Heather Whitney 
Major: Philosophy 
Faculty Mentor: Sally Gibbons (Philosophy) 
 
Transhumanism and Eudamonia: Reconceptualizing the Ethical  Framework We Use 
to Understand Human Enhancement Technologies in the Good Life 
 
Our future, much like our past, is shaping up to be a techno-laden one. And Transhumanists 
argue that this isnÕt just a good thing but that the development and implementation of human 
enhancement technologies, especially of the cyber and genetic variety, is ethically required 
of us as we strive to perfect ourselves. This research argues that before we can engage in a 
meaningful discussion as to which technologies are actually worth pursing in the name of 
the good life, we have to first examine more closely what we think is constitutive of the good 
life and, further and more importantly, what preconditions are entailed for the actualization of 
those goods. By looking at a range of topics such as trauma research, science fiction 
narratives, and virtue ethics, I argue that while the Transhumanists are asking the right 
question, namely, how can I individually flourish, their conceptualization of what the 
flourishing life looks like is based on an impoverished understanding of the contextually rich 
and socially dynamic needs we must have satisfied in order for us to create Ð to even 
understand Ð the good life for ourselves as individuals. By reconceptualizing the concepts 
we associate with the good life, in light of their subtle preconditions, this project aims to 
introduce an ethical framework that can provide meaningful action guidance as we choose 
which paths to forge and which to forgo as our quest for the good life wages on. 
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Presenter: Amy Yuan Zhou 
Major: Soci ology 
Faculty Mentor: Zsuzsa Berend (Soci ology) 
 
Life in Disguise: Sex Education and What it Really Means 
 
Sex education in the US is often part of a heated debate between conservatives and liberals 
over abstinence or comprehensive education programs. The political debates over sex 
education are not solely about what should be taught about sex, but also the conflict of 
values and traditions that sex has come to represent. As Kristin Luker (2006) asks, is sex 
education about sex or is sex really Òlife in disguiseÓ (33). In my research, I am interested in 
how people learn about sex and how this sex education reflects larger societal values. I 
interviewed female UCLA students about their experiences, focusing on parents, friends, 
school, self knowledge, and opinions about sex. From my interviews, I found that sex 
education is a very diffuse process; there is no moment of epiphany in which one becomes 
knowledgeable. Rather, learning about sex comes from diverse influences, including 
playground jokes, awkward talks with parents, and school biology lessons, in which sex 
education is a continual process of piecing information together. How we talk, or donÕt talk 
about sex, is shaped by certain societal values. For instance, sex has come to represent 
what it means to be an adult, a woman, or a good daughter. Thus, in studying sex 
education, I hope to show that there are wider connections to be drawn, that it is not just 
about sex.  
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Presenter:  Hulmar o Agustin 
Major: Chicana and Chicano Studies 
Faculty Mentor: La Tonya Rease-Miles (English) 
 
Oaxacan Basketball in Southern California: A Cultural Study of Race, Sport and Multi -
ethnic Community Building in South Centr al Los Angeles 
 
My research will specifically focus on how Oaxacan immigrants in Southern California use 
the sport of basketball to preserve and build community with African-Americans while 
contesting existing racial tensions and xenophobic sentiment in the 1980Õsand 90Õs. 
Traditionally, Oaxacans used the sport of basketball as a vehicle for socio-economic mobility 
both in Mexico and the United States. Although, Oaxacans have interacted with multitude of 
cultures in Los Angeles, I will look at the interactions and community building they have with 
African-Americans in Watts. Existing racial divisions, violence and anti-immigrant sentiment 
amplified by mainstream media made it difficult for Oaxacans and African-Americans to 
build friendship and family-like relationships. In addition, the Los Angeles Lakers developed 
a strong basketball culture in Los Angeles that created a nest for incoming Oaxacans to 
continue their basketball traditions. My methodologies include a qualitative analysis such as 
participant observations, in-depth interviews of both the Oaxacan and African-Americans 
communities and a documentary that illustrates the experiences of the Watts community. 
Sport, race and community building scholarship already developed will assist me to explain 
this phenomenon. My research will explore how basketball is used as a tool of public 
expression for marginalized groups in mainstream society. Conclusions find the preservation 
of indigenous culture that developed a multi-cultural identity in the current multicultural 
metropolis of Los Angeles while contesting racial and xenophobic discrimination. 
 
 
Presenter: Aparici o, Ami nta 
Major: Undeclared 
Faculty Mentor: La Tonya Rease-Miles (English) 
 
Disney Princesses: The Untold Fairy Tale  
 
In my research project, I concentrate on Disney princess movies, and how there is a lack of 
minorities in them. I point out how the lack of minorities affects girls, particularly African 
American girls. Disney is an influential factor in a childÕs life and development, and if there 
are not enough characters that all girls can relate to, it can emotionally and psychologically 
affect those girls who are not represented in the princess characters. Through the readings 
of articles and books, I have compiled information that has allowed me to come to my own 
conclusions of how detrimental the lack of a Disney princess that girls can relate to, can be. 
Readings like ÒIs the Mouse Sensitive? A study of race, gender, and social vulnerability in 
Disney animated filmsÓ by Vincent Faherity, and ÒSeeing White: Children of Color and the 
Disney Fairy Tale PrincessÓ from the Journal of Negro Education, have been extremely 
helpful in furthering my research. My goal is to make people aware of the fact that there are 
not many minority roles in the Disney princess collection that African American girls can look 
up to, along with other minority girls. Therefore, this in turn can be affecting childrenÕs 
behavior towards particular racial groups, and may even be a contributing factor as to why 
discrimination and stereotypes continue to exist in our world today. 
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Presenter: Brandy Au 
Major: Internati onal Development Studies 
Faculty Mentor: Cameron Campbell (Sociology) 
 
Government-Sponsored ÒHistory Acti vi smÓ in Education, its Effects on Chinese 
Youth Perceptions of Japan, and Rami fi cati ons for Sino-Japanese Relati ons'  
 
Anti-Japanese sentiment is high among the Chinese public today. Historical legacy, power 
and military concerns, government/private-sponsored efforts, and the media have all 
contributed to such negative views. However, while anti-Japanese sentiments are 
observable among the general Chinese public, existing literature is relatively scarce on the 
perceptions of Japan and nationalism among the youth as a separate entity. This project will 
examine how government-sponsored efforts in education and propaganda have affected 
nationalistic sentiments in Chinese youth and in turn, their perceptions and attitudes toward 
Japan. Conducting a thorough literature review and researching online forums to explore the 
popular opinion of the youth (the primary population which uses the internet as a outlet of 
expression), I predict that the Chinese government has used history as a tool to portray 
Japan as a nation that is heavily indebted to China for the past atrocities it committed 
without apology, now and previously, to the youth. Because this generation did not 
experience the wartime interactions between China and Japan firsthand, they rely on 
accounts of history as presented in education, the state-controlled media, and possibly 
narratives (which have not been extensively discussed). Such versions of history have 
caused heightened nationalism as well as negative sentiments toward Japan among the 
youth population. 
 
 
Presenter: Jason Barnes 
Major: History 
Faculty Mentor: Patr ick Geary (History) 
 
Illiterati s et maxi me Sclavis: An investi gati on of early eleventh-century Saxon 
atti tudes towar d foreign ethnici ties, through the presentation of Thietmar of 
Merseburg 
 
Thietmar of Merseburg, in his Chronicon, describes a history of the Saxon-led Ottonian and 
Salian period Holy Roman Empire, which had constant dealings and battles with ethnic 
groups other than the Saxons. Often a damning tone is used in description of these groups 
and this seems a natural enough match for what we think of as the hostile character of the 
times. In an age that seems both brutal and unlearned by our standards, the fact that an 
empire in central Europe must be dealing with different languages, beliefs, and customs on 
every side and within itself as well makes it bound to contain an abundance of prejudice. 
However, a careful reading of Thietmar will produce a different understanding of his 
attitudes towards non-Saxons. There are undercurrents of inclusiveness toward certain 
groups, which desire exploration, and which will ultimately show that Thietmar and his 
contemporaries hold much more complicated viewpoints on these matters than one would 
initially assume. Through a reexamination of these assumptions we can hope to gain a 
slightly more complete and accurate perspective on the period or, failing that, reaffirm our 
sense of the narrow limitations on knowledge about such distant history. 
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Presenter: James Birks 
Major: Psychology 
Faculty Mentor: Mignon Moore (Soci ology) 
 
The Black Queer community: Managing Intersecti ng and Confl icti ng Identi ti es 
 
This study will examine the ways in which developing an African American identity directly 
conflicts with developing a gay identity and how this interplay is expressed in participation in 
student organizations. This study will also examine if there are consequences for merging 
these two identities and how gender expression determines who will be accepted in either 
the gay community or the black community. I plan on conducting a qualitative study on Gay 
Black males and their participation in student organizations. Through a survey and personal 
interviews I plan on gaining incite to understand how these individuals view their sexuality in 
regards to their Black identity. I hypothesize that those gay males who have a strong black 
identity and can pass for heterosexual will have an easier time participating in student 
organizations than those who have a weaker black identity and can not pass. I expect to 
obtain personal stories from Black gay males in both gender expression groups who are 
involved in student organizations to support this hypothesis. 
 
 
Presenter: Aruna Cadambi 
Major: Internati onal Development Studies 
Faculty Mentor: Vinit Mukhija (School of Public Affai rs/Urban Planning) 
 
Formal  Educati on as an Alter nati ve to Child Labor in India 
 
The United Nations ChildrenÕs Fund argues that education is the Òsingle most effective way 
to attract and retain children away from abusive employment,Ó and I have further explored 
this idea. I researched formal education as an alternative to child labor in India with an 
emphasis on boosting school attendance. First, I compiled relevant data on programs with 
details on success level measured by school attendance, transferability, applicability, and 
limitations. Then, I determined the effectiveness of these programs by taking into account 
their ability to create real choices for child laborers and to address problems, such as 
gender discrimination, family income, limited funds, supplies, and unstable teaching pools. I 
believe that offering conditional incentives, such as incremental cash transfers, to the 
parents of children who would otherwise be working, as well as complementary aid, such as 
lunch, health services, and scholarships, would make schooling a more attractive option for 
families. Any option must be more economically viable to parents than sending their children 
to work. I concluded with a policy recommendation to Tamil NaduÕs Kancheepuram district, 
which is known for using child labor in the silk sari industry. After looking at the similarities 
between KancheepuramÕs child laborers and those in other Indian regions and in other 
developing countries, I looked at these childrenÕs unique plight, allowing me to modify 
programs to fit their unique needs. 
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Presenter: Jessi ca Cameron 
Major: Economics 
Faculty Mentor: Neal Richman (School of Public Affai rs/Urban Planning) 
 
Then Becky Called... 
 
The primary motivation of my research is to examine in what respect imposed limitations on 
funding inhibit the effectiveness of transitional housing programs for domestic violence 
victims. After spending several months in emergency shelters, victims of domestic violence 
can elect to live in transitional housing. Such housing is crucial for victims to begin rebuilding 
their lives without the constant threat from their perpetrators; i.e., spouses, former 
boyfriends, etc. Significant current literature regarding transitional housing suggests that 
funding initiatives all too often place restrictions on the care and support women and 
children receive at such programs. Grants and subsidies form public and non-profit 
agencies/sources are oftentimes inadequate in that they are too small individually to support 
an entire program. This, in turn, forces program administrators to apply for multiple grants. 
These grants often come into conflict with one another if they are designed to address 
specific funding requests. Funding is further stretched by an inability to fill vacancies at 
transitional housing centers. Strict requirements for applicants, such as no previous criminal 
record, no documented substance abuse problems, etc., further the difficulty to quickly fill 
spots despite the high demand for such programs. 
 
 
Presenter: Richard Carlos 
Major: Geography/Envi ronmental  Studies 
Faculty Mentor: Laurence C. Smi th (Geography) 
 
Using Regions of Interest to Study the Dimi nishing Greenland Ice Sheet 
     
In conjunction with the NASA study ÒUnderstanding Ice-Sheet Surface Elevation Change: 
How much goes to the Ocean?Ó this project has been concerned with the questions of when 
and where does the water leave the Greenland land mass during the summer melt season. 
In order to perceive these fluxes, 3147regions of interest (ROI) have been created along the 
perimeter of Greenland using a mosaic of MODIS-09 images using ENVIv4.4 software. 
These ROI are being used to focus our analysis of the melting Greenland Ice Sheet over 
very particular areas of the islandÕs perimeter by using surface reflectance values given by 
MODIS-09 images over recent summer melt seasons of Greenland. These surface 
reflectance values are used to determine whether a particular area along the coast is 
covered with ice, or whether the ice has given way to discharging sediments. These 
discharge events, known as plumes, signal the meting of glacier ice. The melting Greenland 
Ice Sheet is a dynamic system and this study will attempt gain knowledge of the melt 
patterns and overall behavior of the Greenland melt season. 
 
Presenter: Jessi ca Carrillo 
Major: Spanish 
 
I seek to evaluate the collaborative efforts of both the Mexican government and Central 
American governments to halt Central American migration into Mexico, as well as the 
abuse, discrimination, and violence to which Central Americans are subject. Largely 
ignored, particularly in relation to the trajectory of Mexicans to the U.S., research on Central 
American immigrants may shed light upon what the World Bank has called "south to south " 
immigration, that is, the movement of people between developing countries. 
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Presenter: Bianca Carrion 
Major: Physiological Sci ence 
Faculty Mentor: Vicki e Mays (Psychology)  
 
Educati on, Income and Hypertensi on in Raci al/Ethnic Minorities 
 
Is there a correlation between the role of education and health outcomes in ethnic 
minorities? The goals of this project were to study and evaluate the effect of education and 
income disadvantage in being diagnosed with hypertension. The level of education is often 
related to income with income increasing with education. Some risks for hypertension is lack 
of excessive, excessive salt intake, diabetes, and obesity. Low income also produces stress 
for people, worrying about money affects health. With low income people are notable to 
purchase health insurance or buy healthy products such as soy or organic. Also, 1 in 3 
adults have high blood pressure and minorities are disproportionate in acquiring this 
condition. This proposed project is important because of findings from the California Health 
Interview Survey indicate that the prevalence of hypertension among African Americans 
(33.9%) is almost double that of Latinos (17.2%), and significantly higher than it is among 
Whites (25.7%) and Asians (22.1%). Healthy lifestyle choices begin young. Data indicates 
that California is currently experiencing an obesity epidemic one of the factors that results in 
hypertension. Education and income are factors in proper nutrition and exercise as well as 
access to healthcare. I have researched what others have studied in regards to health, 
education and poverty and have related it to my research. 
 
 
Presenter: Stephanie Castr o 
Major: World Arts and Culture 
Faculty Mentor: Judith Baca (Chicana and Chicano Studies) 
 
Los Angeles Murals 
        
My research is centered in the Los Angeles mural. For a longtime, Los Angeles was the 
mural capital of the world. Murals carry many functions for the communities they inhabit: 
they are intended to both raise consciousness and encourage political action. They are a 
way to display history, cultural pride, as well as the social demands of the people. Murals 
are found to be incredibly accessible because one does not need to be literate to 
understand them, they feature well-known heroes of the community, and are on buildings 
that we see everydayÑ markets, schools, government buildings, etc. One does not need to 
pay an entrance fee to see a mural and gain something from its message. In the past years, 
there has been a huge shift in support for the mural and we now find more and more 
disappearing each day. Policy has changed: you must now have a permit to paint a mural 
on both private and public buildingsÑ these are often very difficult to obtain. Also, there is no 
more public funding for murals. There has been a huge rise in advertisements as well as 
graffiti defacement of murals. Because of this situation, murals are being painted over. This 
problem is significant because it reveals the shift in our societyÕs values from artistry, 
change, and education to advertisements, censorship, and strict policy. 
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Presenter: Farica Chang 
Major: Communication Studies 
Faculty Mentor: Mark Huppin (Communicati on Studies) 
  
Gender, ethnici ty and proxi mi ty effect s on emoti onal response to female imagery: An 
evoluti onary psychological  perspecti ve 
 
The current study aims to provide greater depth to the questions and theories surrounding 
the consequences of societyÕs ever-growing mass-media image exposure with a focus on 
sexually-themed media in particular. Given the prevalence of sexual media today, 
researchers have wondered whether the power of such depictions to influence behavior 
might actually be waning by virtue of its overabundance. The present study offers the 
possibility of a more complex effects structure by incorporating an evolutionary 
psychological perspective as a complement to existing media exposure theories. This 
perspective suggests that certain media images depicting women in sexually provocative 
dress or pose might be apt to signal to female viewers the threat of a promiscuous sexual 
rival (or the social conditions under which promiscuity might thrive). The degree to which 
such depictions may do so suggests further that they should evoke not promiscuous sexual 
behaviors or reactions of boredom and disinterest, but distinctly critical responses from 
female viewers. It is predicted that sexy media images of women will hold more negative 
signal value and arouse more critical responding (1) among female than male viewers and 
(2) when the depicted woman is construed as more within the viewerÕs social, proximate, 
ethnic, and/or peer group. Still in progress, undergraduate females viewed commercial 
images of women, as did undergraduate males for purposes of comparison, and both 
groups completed a survey questionnaire. 
 
 
Presenter: Chi-Kong Cheung 
Major: 
Faculty Mentor: Nate Kornell (Psychology)  
Faculty Mentor: Robert A. Bjork (Psychology) 
 
The Effect of Context on Recall of Single Words and Word-pairs 
 
Memory is highly cue-dependent which means people more readily recall memory that is 
prompted by more cues. The cues associated with a memory depend highly on the context 
during the encoding stage. We hypothesized that the recall of single words would be more 
influenced by contextual cues than word-pairs, because the paired words can serve as each 
otherÕs cues, making contextual cues less necessary. Participants studied lists of items 
which were presented either as single words or word-pairs, and they went through the lists 
multiple times in fixed or shuffled orders. Shuffling means that a given item is preceded and 
followed by different items each time it is studied (i.e., that it is studied in variable contexts). 
We predicted that the recall of single words would be enhanced by shuffling because of 
enhanced cue support. In cued recall, the cue serves as the basis for recall, and contextual 
cues are less important; therefore, we predicted that shuffling would have little or no effect 
on memory for word pairs tested using cued-recall. Our study has implications in the cue-
dependent theory of memory. 
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Presenter: Steven Cho 
Major: Economics 
Mentor: Min Zhou (Soci ology) 
 
A Korean American 
  
In my research, I will be exploring the different parenting strategies between White and 
Korean parents and the effects these strategies have on children. I emphasize on examining 
the amount of pressure second-generation Korean Americans have to succeed, and how 
this affects their educational, emotional, and financial success. Professor Min Zhou and I 
have met together throughout the quarter and have supplemented me with her personal 
readings and research. I ultimately completed the research with the knowledge and 
awareness of what consequences Korean American children had foregone. 
 
 
Presenter: Meleiza Figueroa 
Major: Geography/Envi ronmental  Studies 
Faculty Mentor: Susanna B. Hecht (School of Public Affai rs/Urban Planning) 
 
Small Farmers, Big Energy: An exami nati on of social inclusi on policies wi thin BrazilÕs 
Pro-Biodiesel Program 
 
With crude oil prices now at record highs, global attention has turned to the production and 
use of biofuels (fuel derived from plant matter) as a way to reduce industrial societyÕs 
dependency on non-renewable fossil fuels. There has been much criticism of the expanding 
biofuel industry from activists and civil society organizations Ð citing exploitative land use, 
competition between food and fuel uses of crops such as corn, soy and sugarcane, and how 
subsidies for biofuel production benefit large agribusiness projects at the expense of family 
farmers and small-scale producers. This project takes a look at an attempt by the Brazilian 
government to address these concerns within the policy framework of its Pro-Biodiesel 
program, established in 2005. The Social Fuel Seal Ð a system of certification, labeling, and 
tax incentives for biodiesel producers who source their raw materials from family farmers Ðis 
designed to promote inclusion in economic development for the rural poor, especially in the 
semi-arid Northeast region. My research will examine the social and political context behind 
the development of this unique legislation, how it is currently implemented, debates around 
its potential effects, and possible future trajectories. 
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Presenter: Alma Flores 
Major: Soci ology 
Faculty Mentor: Kris Gutierrez (Education) 
 
Raisi ng Silent Voices : Language Ideology at Cesar  Chavez Charter  School 
  
Language minority students, students whose first language is not English and who do not 
come from middle class backgrounds, continue to be discriminated in mainstream 
educational practices (Freeman, 1998). Their native language and culture continue to be left 
out of the classroom making it challenging for them to receive an equitable education. The 
discrimination against language minority students is especially prominent among Latina/o 
students with respect to the Spanish language, as they are often seen as problematic. 
Recently, one promising school reform strategy aimed at trying to create opportunities for 
Latina/o language minority students to retain and build their Spanish has been through the 
development of dual-language programs. Dual-language programs are along-term additive 
bilingual and bicultural school model that integrates two languages for instruction. The aim 
of my research is to understand how Latina/o students at Cesar Chavez Charter School 
develop their Spanish language ideology. By language ideology, I am referring to the 
relationship between language and identity, power, aesthetics, morality, and epistemology 
(Kroskrity, 1998). I plan to carryout a case study of Cesar Chavez Charter School, a school 
with a dual-language program. Data collection procedures will consist of classroom 
observations and in-depth interviews with native Spanish speaker6th grade students and 
key school officials. I hypothesize that studentsÕ ideologies of the Spanish language at 
Chavez Charter School will reveal a more positive sense of their native language and 
culture. 
 
Presenter: Christi an Garcia 
Major: Soci ology 
Faculty Mentor: Daniel Solorzano (Educati on) 
 
An Unlikel y Course: The Journey fr om a Continuation School to Presti gious 
Universi ty 
 
This study examines the educational experiences of four undergraduate Chicano and 
Chicana students who attended a continuation high school and overcame numerous  
 
academic and social barriers to gain admission to a highly selective postsecondary 
institution. The analysis focuses on networks, aspirations, and life and school experiences 
that promoted their academic success. The participants for this study were identified using a 
snowball sampling method. This study utilized a qualitative approach consisting of one-on-
one interviews and focus groups to illustrate how these students have navigated thus far 
through the Chicano and Chicana educational pipeline. Further research is needed on 
continuation high schools in order to influence policy that promotes educational attainment. 
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Presenter: Charlene Gonzalez 
Major: Politi cal  Science 
Faculty Mentor: Sherry Larkins 
 
The Lati no Vote: El Voto Entre Generaciones (The Vote Between Generations) 
  
The purpose of my research is to analyze if the generation gap between immigrant parents 
and their Mexican-American offspring has an effect on their political efficacy. With the 
exciting and historical election of 2008 and November quickly approaching, I want to 
investigate the citizen Mexican-American population and find out if other factors affect the 
way they view the political candidates. I will focus on the Democratic candidates, Hilary 
Clinton and Barack Obama and see if the older immigrant generation will vote differently 
than younger native-born voters. Many political analysts have stated that the issue of 
immigration will help Hilary Clinton win the ÒLatino voteÓ. As data has shown, the vote has 
seen a political vote divide between the older and younger Latino voters. I want to analyze 
the different factors that have influenced this divide. Through qualitative in-depth interviews 
and surveys, I have seen that the Latino vote is shifted based on how the candidates are 
perceived a certain way. Some individuals are fond of ObamaÕs optimistic outlook for 
change, like the younger voters; while the older voters feel they have heard such outlooks 
before and prefer a person with Òmore experienceÓ. The aim of my research is to interpret 
how the culture, tradition, family values and other factors affect the two generations in 
distinct ways and ultimately influence their political choice in candidate. 
 
 
Presenter: Elizabeth Gonzalez 
Major: Psychology 
Faculty Mentor: Andrew J. Fuligni (Psychiatr y/Biobehavioral Science) 
 
Broken Dreams: The Effect s of Parent Deportation on Lati no AdolescentsÕ Academic 
Well-being 
  
Deportation has become a part of the immigration process for many immigrant families. 
According to recent estimates, deportation orders threaten to separate five million children 
from their undocumented parent(s) (Passel, 2006). For many children, this separation has 
become a reality. Yet, little is known about the impact that parental deportation has on the 
children who are left behind. The current study examines the effects that parent deportation 
has on the childÕs academic well-being. In-depth interviews will be conducted with six Latino 
adolescents who have been separated from at least one of their parents due to deportation. 
Participants will be interviewed about their academic aspirations, academic expectations, 
and academic performance. Results are predicted to reveal overall poor academic well-
being as measured by these three indicators. It is expected that parent deportation will be 
detrimental to the childÕs academic expectations and performance. It is essential to 
understand the effects of parent deportation in order to develop forms of academic 
intervention that are sensitive to the experiences of these children. In addition, existing and 
future immigration policies must consider the experiences of these children. 
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Presenter: Prisci lla Gonzalez 
Major: History 
Faculty Mentor: Boris Namala (History) 
 
A History That WonÕt Be Forgotten The Cristero Rebellion, Mexico, 1926-1929  
 
Many histories are neglected in hopes that they will be forgotten. In Mexico, the anti-Catholic 
government and the resistant population engaged in a deadly confrontation from 1926 to 
1929 known as The Cristero Rebellion, or La Guerra de Los Cristeros. In an attempt to hide 
this shameful period in MexicoÕs history, little was known about the deaths until years after 
the rebellion. Now, it is more widely discussed, but mainly outside of Mexico. For the 2007 
Miss Universe Pageant, designer Maria del Rayo Macias made a dress that depicted the 
war on the skirt. This caused an outrage from Mexico, claiming it was not the correct space 
for display. My research is about the government Ð conflict. I have included oral histories 
from people who lived during the rebellion or had family that lived through it. This project is 
special to me because some of my family was part of the conflict, helping the Catholic 
Church hide and feed nuns.  
 
 
Presenter: Daniel Hagos 
Major: Soci ology/History 
Advisor: Walter R. Allen (Educati on) 
 
Bruin Climate: An Exami nation of StudentÕs Percepti ons, Atti tudes and Feelings of 
Incl usi on at UCLA 
 
Campus climate is characterized as the behaviors within a learning environment, ranging 
from subtle to cumulative to dramatic, that can influence whether a student feels personally 
safe, listened to, valued, and treated fairly and with respect (Campus Climate Network 
Group 2002).  I argue that understanding and gauging the campus climate is essential in 
determining if a universityÕs environment is welcoming to its students and conducive to their 
academic success. Existing research indicates that a Òhostile campus climateÓ directly 
impacts a studentÕs ability to transition successfully into college (Hurtado, Milem, Clatyon-
Pederson & Allen, 1999). This study will examine the current campus climate at UCLA 
through a 50-item electronic survey that will be sent to the current UCLA undergraduate 
population during the Fall 2008 quarter. The online survey will examine studentÕs in-
classroom experience, with respect to student-to-professor interactions and student-to-
student interactions. Furthermore, the study will ask about studentÕs on-campus social 
experience and how welcomed they have felt by UCLA staff as well as administration and 
fellow undergraduate students. 
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Presenter: Lupita Ibarra 
Major: Politi cal  Science / Soci ology 
Faculty Mentor: Abel Valenzuela (Chicana and Chicano Studies) 
 
Female Day Laborers- Doing the Woman's Work in a Masculine Dominated Labor 
Field 
 
I intend to research the female day labor experience. Concentrating on the obstacles that 
female day laborers encounter daily, wage disparities when compared to their male 
counterparts, discrimination, and the type of work these women perform. The population of 
day laborers in Los Angeles has increased significantly, and since the recent upsurge 
women have become prevalent in the profession. Though female presence has increased, 
there remains insufficient research done on this group of individuals, and Latina females in 
particular. Furthermore, though day labor practices have increased in densely populated 
metropolitan areas of the country, there is insufficient data to help explain the growing 
phenomenon. To research this growing trend, I intend to work with Professor Abel 
Valenzuela, director of the Urban Poverty Center at UCLA, and leading specialist in the field 
of temporary employment practices. The source of data collected will be acquired through 
on-site day labor office interviews, where women in the field will be individually questioned 
and asked that they share their experiences. My particular research is contributing to 
expanding the study of day labor in general, but specifically demarcating the female 
perspective in the field. 
 
 
Presenter: Lea Johnson 
Major: Comparati ve Literature 
Faculty Mentor: Walter  R. Allen (Educati on) 
 
Mama Ines: Decolonizing the Black Femal e Body in Post -Revoluti onary Cuba 
 
I intend to research the transformative possibilities presented by Mama Ines, an Afro-
Caribbean mythical figure. Dark-skinned, dressed in a white blouse or dress, holding a cup 
of coffee and wearing a red bandana, Mama InesÕ myth is ubiquitous in Caribbean images 
and literature, but she has thus far received little scholarly attention. I argue that this 
oversight is both formal and ideological: formal because she is folkloric; ideological because 
she represents, in her post-revolutionary depiction within literature and images, resistance to 
white, patriarchal hegemony in Cuba. Through a visual analysis of Mama InesÕs images in 
post-revolutionary Cuba at the time of women movements, a textual analysis of Caribbean 
womenÕs movements in the late1960''s and 1970''s, I will provide evidence of how Mama 
Ines allows Afro-Cuban women to confront, in creative and subversive ways, the ÒmachistaÓ 
patriarchal society of Cuba that perpetuates the marginalization of Afro-Cuban women. In a 
society in which public acknowledgement of racial differences is a threat to the nation, it is 
imperative to explore why Mama Ines provides such a potent figure in the literature, music 
and folklore of Afro-Caribbean women especially. The visual images of Mama Ines provides 
a window into how Afro-Caribbean women cope with the legacies of slavery and 
colonization daily, but more significantly how the ongoing ideologies drive racist and gender 
inequality in the Cuba. 
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Presenter: Han Kim 
Major: Soci ology 
Faculty Mentor: La Tonya Rease-Miles (English) 
 
The Nati onal Bowl ing Association 
 
The National Bowling Association was organized to overcome discrimination of Non-
Caucasians against Caucasians. In 1944, the organization was renamed ÒThe National 
Bowling Association, Inc.Ó The National Bowling Association, Inc membership included 
minorities such as Asians, Hispanics, Blacks, and many more. They opened their doors to 
play (bowl) and have opportunities for everyone. The association is committed to enhance 
friendship, sportsmanship, as well as fellowship. According to the TNBA story, ÒEven though 
approximately 80% membership is Black, The National Bowling Association has no racial 
restrictions whatsoever as to membership or participationÓ (TNBA Story 1). Bowling is not 
just a sport to play, but it means more to minorities. Through bowling, minorities have made 
their own culture and organization. Moreover, they have made efforts to develop their own 
communities. The National Bowling Association was a microcosm of what America should 
have been at the time because it propagated both civil rights and a multicultural society. The 
National Bowling Association was a microcosm of what the American civil rights movement 
represents; which is the equal treatment and rights in America to minorities. 
 
 
Presenter: Lydia Kim 
Major: Psychology 
Faculty Mentor: Davi d O. Sears (Psyc hology) 
 
The Impact of Social Domi nance Orientation on Inter racial Dati ng Prefer ences 
 
Social Dominance Orientation (SDO) is a variable that explains an individualÕs preference 
for hierarchy within any given social system (Sidanius, Pratto, Martin, & Stallworth, 
1991).According to Social Dominance Theory, the desire for in-group dominance and 
superiority over out-groups would imply that individuals with higher SDO ratings would 
approve of white men dating minority women. This is in contrast with more traditional view of 
prejudice, in which the prejudiced disapprove of interracial dating in general. Participants of 
the study consist of college students at a large, diverse university, who completed scales 
measuring SDO, dating history and preferences, and acculturation. This work will further 
clarify SDOÕs predictions about intergroup relations in the domain of interracial relationships. 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

38 

Presenter: Victoria Manshardt-Santa Romana 
Major: Psychology 
Faculty Mentor: Min Zhou (Sociology) 
 
The Dynamics of the Philippine Remi tt ance:  The effect s on the Philippine economy, 
as well as the eff ect s on the Filipino fami lies 
 
The Philippines rank as having one of the highest exporting countries of human labor in the 
world.  Therefore, human capital is the major force in maintaining the Philippine economy.  
The remittance was first created more than thirty years ago by then President Ferdinand 
Marcos. The purpose was to offset the dire economic problem that the country was facing, 
through monies sent by remitters.  Initially, when the Philippine government eased the exit 
visas for potential overseas workers, they anticipated that only male or head of the families 
would remit.  Most of these migrant workers, who were mostly engineers, went to the Middle 
East to work in the oil fields.  Subsequently, women and mothers followed, working either as 
maids, nurses or entertainers.  According to the Central Bank of Philippines, approximately 
12 billions dollars are sent by workers to their families, which helps sustain the economy.  
However, the controversy that remittance brings is the breakdown of families, as well as the 
effect of the Òbrain drainÓ that arises from migration.  As Idelfonso Bagasao, from the 
Economic Resource Center for Overseas Filipino said, ÒFamilies break apart; others stop 
working because they know thereÕs regular money coming in from abroad.Ó  As a result, 
perpetuating a culture of dependency.  Furthermore, the social cost that comes with 
remittances is not easily quantified.  On the other hand, Devesh Kapur and John McHale, 
who wrote MigrationÕs New Payoff, described remittance as, ÒMotherÕs milk for poor nations.Ó  
They argued that remittances are Òthe most stable source of financial flows.Ó  Also, both 
Kapur and McHale believe that remittance is better than foreign aid.  In my poster I will lay 
out the history on why the remittance was started and the implications on both the Philippine 
economy and the effect in the decline in family structure.  
 
 
Presenter: Rosa Manzo 
Major: Psychology 
Faculty Mentor: Patr ici a M. McDonough (Education) 
 
Rural Girls ''Perspecti ves of Teachers' ' Expectations 
 
TeachersÕ perceptions of low-income students of color have a tremendous influence on the 
teachersÕ expectations for studentsÕ academic achievement (Becker, 1952). Therefore, 
teachersÕ expectations can be problematic in rural schools where high poverty rates and low 
education levels exist. Also, the notion that girls should take on ÔdomesticÕ occupations can 
be disadvantageous for girls in communities where cultural values are very strong. Teachers 
may expect girls to fulfill different roles than boys and may inadvertently expose them to 
different curricula (Acker, 1988). Furthermore, research on teachersÕ expectations has 
neglected the studentsÕ perspectives, and how their perception of such expectations affects 
their academic achievement. Therefore, my research seeks to understand the effects of 
teachersÕ expectations on rural middle school girlsÕ educational aspirations. I argue that the 
teachersÕ expectations for these students have a significant effect on their academic 
performance and self-expectations. I will conduct in-depth structured interviews with 6 
middle schoolgirls. Through one-on-one interviews with each student, I will be probing for 
the studentsÕ self-expectations and aspirations. By taking this approach, I hope to build an 
understanding of how teachersÕ expectations influence the educational or occupational 
aspirations of rural middle school girls. 
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Presenter: Michelle Mastr o 
Major: English 
Faculty Mentor: Helen Deutsch (English) 
 
Alexander Pope as Reader: MiltonÕs Inverse Trinity in The Dunciad 
 
Alexander PopeÕs imitations of Paradise Lost range from blatant allusions to clever and 
discreet turns of phrase. Pope himself, and numerous commentatorsÑ even those of the 
Eighteenth CenturyÑ have cited the more obvious passages in his works. References to 
Paradise Lost can be found in anyone of PopeÕs texts; I myself have noticed several in 
Epistle to a Lady, and Geoffrey Tillotson notes in the Twickenham Edition some fifteen 
parallels between Paradise Lost and The Rape of the Lock. Perhaps it goes without saying 
that Pope would also employ allusions to MiltonÕs great epic in his mock-heroic, The 
Dunciad. William Warburton and Joseph Warton draw connections between the two texts in 
their editions, while Gilbert Wakefield does likewise in his Observations on Pope. Indeed 
contemporary scholar Aubrey Williams has proven in her work, PopeÕs Dunciad: a Study of 
its Meaning, that Òwith the exception of the Aeneid, no poem ÔentersÕ into PopeÕs world of 
duncery more than Paradise Lost.Ó However, little has been investigated when it comes to 
PopeÕs capacity as a reader: his ability to perceive resemblances in a given literary work. 
Certainly Pope was well-read; having studied the classics, he often integrated them into his 
poetry. But how did Pope understand Milton? In The Dunciad, Pope draws on MiltonÕs 
inverse trinity of Satan, Sin, and Death in fashioning his characters Cibber, Dulness, and the 
phantom poet. Warburton, Warton, and Wakefield, despite acknowledging passages which 
contain Miltonic phrases in The Dunciad, fail to see the similarities between PopeÕs 
characters and that of MiltonÕs. Instead they suppose his characters, and even ideas for his 
poem, to have been copied, or at least ÒborrowedÓ from that of DrydenÕs MacFlecknoe. 
However, I strongly disagree. Pope read and understood Milton in ways which were unusual 
for his time. He not only employed Miltonic devices, but he understood how to utilize them, 
rendering dramatically different meanings to The Dunciad then there otherwise would have 
been, had he not so skillfully incorporated Milton in his work. For, as I wish to prove, Pope 
gives evidence of having understood MiltonÕs unique system as well as knowing how to 
successfully employ it. 
 
 
Presenter: Ginger Rae McCartney 
Major: Geography/Envi ronmental  Studies 
Faculty Mentor: Sheila Lanem (Educati on) 
 
Str uctural (In)stability? : A Study of Teacher Attr iti on at Desert Hot Springs High 
School, Desert Hot Springs, CA 
 
From my personal experience as a student at Desert Hot Springs High School (DHSHS), the 
high turnover rate of teachers proved a common occurrence. Under the direction of Sheila 
Lane in the UCLA Graduate School of Education, I have begun what will continue to be a 
longitudinal study concerning the role of the teacher within the context of the urban school 
such as my alma mater. The goal of this research project is to examine this phenomenon of 
the coming and going of teacher sat DHSHS, while attempting to identify the potential 
consequences that may result from high incidences of teacher attrition. By compiling data 
from the school district that details the length of past teachersÕ employment periods, I will 
compare these numbers of the length of teachersÕ stay to studentsÕ grades, graduation 
rates, and standardized test scores. In a comparison of these two sets of data I hope to 
show a correlation between teacher attrition and student performance. Ultimately, I aspire to 
become the principal of DHSHS and believe that this research will emphasize areas in 
which focus is needed and improvement is essential in order to ensure student success. 
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Presenter: Socorro Morales 
Major: Psychology 
Faculty Mentor: Sandra Graham  (Education) 
 
Traci ng the Formati on of a Racialized Identi ty: What is the Relati onship between 
Ethnic Identi ty and School Racial Climate?''' 
 
Unequal schooling conditions have long since pervaded the US. One lens that we can utilize 
to understand these experiences is internalized racism, whereby people of color come to 
internalize a racial hierarchy that places whites above other minorities, which can also lead 
to feeling negative about oneÕs own ethnic group (Perez Huber, Johnson, & Kohli, 
2006).Thus the focus of my research is to understand if ethnic identity is connected to 
whether or not one internalizes their school racial climate. By ethnic identity I am referencing 
a definition that views it as a multifaceted concept that includes ethnic self-identification and 
attitudes regarding oneÕs ethnic group. By school racial climate I am referring to both the 
actual and perceived racial composition and atmosphere in school. Moreover, I would like to 
investigate how this is related to academic aspirations. I will be conducting a case study of 
Henry J. Kaiser High School. Data collection will consist of eight senior Latina/o student 
interviews (half male, half female) and an ethnic identity scale assessment. I hypothesize 
that students with stronger levels of ethnic identity will have experienced less negative racial 
school climates and will also have higher academic aspirations. This is an important issue 
that needs to be addressed because it can help us better understand how ethnic identity 
relates to school climate factors that both reduce and enhance student agency. 
 
 
Presenter: Teny Nazari 
Major: History 
Faculty Mentor: S. Scott Bartchy (History) 
 
Revival of Persecuti on in Present Day Iran: How the work of God led to mar tyr dom 
 
The objective of this research is to reveal the religious persecution that so many Christians 
faced only a decade ago in Iran. It is important because the country has done so much to 
cover up their slayings and deny the majority of them by accusing the oppositional forces as 
the guilty. My research focuses on the persecution of Armenian Christian preachers in Iran 
during the late 20th century. Also, it will have a portion on specifically one martyr, Haik 
Hovsepian, also an Armenian preacher whose murder was an international tragedy. The 
methodology used included literature, media (ÒA Cry FromIranÓ), as well as mentoring from 
Professor S. Scott Bartchy. The purpose of this research was to unravel the reason of death 
for Brother Haik, which was simply because he continued to preach in Persian and allowed 
Muslim converts to attend his services. Also, the project explores the main purposes that the 
government was so against the Christian religionÕs expansion. The fear of losing position in 
the predominantly Muslim country, one that was run on ideals from the QuÕran, also 
provided the government with extra incentive to kill: power. 
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Presenter: Maria Olivares 
Major: Chicano and Chicano Studies 
Faculty Mentor: Alicia Gaspar de Alba (Chicana and Chicano Studies) 
 
Bringing it Back Home: Domesti c Rasquachismo as An Improvisati onal Aestheti c 
 
This study will be investigating Rasquachismo, a working class practice of negotiating 
between a lack of resources and an excess of used materials, within the Chicana/o 
domestic sphere. Existing literature addresses Rasquachismo primarily as an aesthetic of 
Chicano visual art, such as mural art seen in Chicano Park, and performance art that began 
with early Farm Workers Theater of the 1960s. I will review literature on Rasquachismo to 
gain a holistic understanding of the practice/aesthetic in the art realm. I will also review 
related works such as Celeste OlalquiagaÕs literature on kitsch to seethe ways in which 
these two have been compared. By reviewing what is available I will be able to extrapolate 
the ÒessentialÓ meaning of Rasquachismo, not exclusive to performance and visual art. I will 
also conduct interviews and formulate a questionnaire to measure the amount of Rasquache 
productions in the home in efforts to theorize about it as an Òimprovisational aestheticÓ and a 
practice of defiance to social and economic disadvantage. 
 
 
Presenter: Deanna Perez 
Major: Psychology 
Faculty Mentor: Ted Robles (Psychology) 
 
Kiss and Tell: How Discl osure of HPV Affects Undergraduate Femal esÕ Romanti c 
Relati onships 
 
The study aims to explore how intimacy in romantic relationships is affected by 
undergraduate femalesÕ disclosure of the human papillomavirus (HPV). Two females, who 
have already disclosed their sexually transmitted infection (STI) to their partner, will be 
interviewed. Their stated levels of physical intimacy and emotional security after the 
disclosure will be compared to their levels before disclosure. The first hypothesis predicts 
that romantic relationships founded upon personal commitment, rather than physical 
infatuation, will continue to thrive despite the introduction of the STI. The second hypothesis 
predicts that females, who are more knowledgeable about HPV and safe sex, will be better 
able to disclose HPV to their partner. When females are both knowledgeable and have 
based their relationship upon personal commitment, it is predicted that they will have a 
greater level of intimacy in their relationship. 
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Presenter: Jearelly Pinedo 
 
My research will cover the possible correlations between the implementation of tracking 
systems and the low rate of lower-class Chicana/o students in the Los Angeles school 
district who make it to a four year university. Tracking systems, heavily relied on by schools 
in the Los Angles School Districts, aim to offer every student an equal educational 
opportunity by creating homogenized environments that cater to individual needs; however, 
the rate of Chicana/o students succeeding academically is not reflective of this objective. Of 
the one hundred Chicana/o students who start at the elementary level, fifty four of them drop 
out, (or are pushed out) of high school. Of the remaining forty six, only nine (compared to 
nearly forty white students) move straight into a four year university.  It is clear that there are 
forces holding these students back, and it's important to explore the root of the problem. 
Through scholarly articles, enrollment statistics, gathered relevant data, and by conducting 
interviews with students, I plan to explore the extent to which the proposed objectives posed 
by the implementation of tracking systems are being met, the unintended consequences that 
result, which groups are benefitting, and whether the positives outweigh the negatives.  
Beyond this, I will also look into alternatives to tracking systems that can better level the 
playing field for all, while helping to increase the number of college bound Chicana/o 
students. 
 
 
Presenter: Alejandra Rivera 
Major: Soci ology 
Faculty Mentor: La'Tonya Rease Miles (English) 
 
New Friend Request: Barack Obama 
 
I am a second year, sociology major that is very much in touch with the technological world. 
With the knowledge of how much the youth is dependent on social online networks for more 
than communication purposes, I seek to discover the extent to which politics filters into 
these mainly youth dominated sites. More specifically, my interest lies on the extent to which 
online campaigning to the youth audience through the use of sites such as Myspace, has 
contributed to the campaign of senator and presidential candidate Barack Obama. The 
Presidential elections of 2008 have been, without a doubt, a historical event. But perhaps 
what is most interesting is the case of the Illinois senator, Barack Obama, whose national 
popularity has broken general traditional voting patterns. For the first time, middle class 
white citizens are voting for a colored candidate, something that could have never been 
predicted. But to a greater extent, what has contributed more is the overwhelming support of 
the youth voters. Understanding the extent to which the youth vote has contributed to 
ObamaÕs growing popularity, due to his outreach on social networks such as Facebook and 
Myspace, could help explain/predict future voting patterns. 
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Presenter: Katya Rodriguez 
Major: Soci ology 
Faculty Mentor: LaTonya Miles (English) 
 
Relati onship between Blacks and Lati nos in the Nati onal Negro Bowl ing Associ ati on 
 
For my research I would like to interview different bowlers to ask them questions about their 
experiences and the reasons why they joined this organization. By interviewing them I will 
understand why they participate in such an organization and if differences exist in their 
reasons given based on oneÕs races. I also want to observe how Latinos and Blacks interact 
while theyÕre playing and to see what kind of relationship they have developed with each 
other. Furthermore, I would want to execute an historical analysis in order to view when 
large amounts of Latinos come into the organization and to relate this to other factors 
happening in society. I believe that Latinos joined this organization because they feel that 
they have the same struggle as Black minority and rather than divide and establish their own 
organization, they decided to join a movement that was already occurring. 
 
 
Presenter: Marian Romer o 
Major: Spanish /Linguisti cs 
Faculty Mentor: Marjorie Faulsti ch (Educati on) 
 
Parental  Language Ineffi ciency 
 
My research is on parental language inefficiency and the effects that it has on Latino High 
school StudentÕs attendance into a higher education institution. I will see how parents affect 
studentÕs achievements and competitive aspect in order to attend college due to the lack of 
communication and help towards student education. Latino students of first generation 
families are usually left to fend on their own due to parentÕs inability and help therefore are 
not able to create a high competitive edge towards entering a college. My focus will be on 
the parents and their want but negation to participate in their childÕs education due to 
language inefficiency and lack of academic help from the faculty and staff of the high school 
campus. In a time where more and more immigrants are entering the country, parents are 
lacking the language proficiency and hindering the ability of the student to achieve beyond 
their borders. The parents are left in the dark and not affecting a bigger change in the 
students achievement causing lower rates of college entrance. I will discuss and research 
the needs of the parents as well as the change that needs to take place in order to increase 
studentÕs entrance into a college or even a university. 
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Presenter: Goldie Salimkhan 
Major: Psychology 
Faculty Mentor:  Patr icia Greenfield (Psychology) 
 
Constr ucti ng the Virtual Self on MySpace 
 
Social networking Internet sites are transforming the ways adolescents and young adults 
engage in social interactions. This study examines young adultsÕ social identity development 
within the virtual cultural context of MySpace, one of the most popular networking sites. 
One-on-one interview in front of a computer monitor are being conducted with five female 
and five male college students who are active users of MySpace. Participants are 
videotaped as they give interviews a tour of their MySpace profile. Participants reflect on 
their own profiles to answer questions about online communication and self-presentation. A 
content analysis of the interviews and the profiles will be conducted to understand the 
meaning users construct from their MySpace experiences, focusing on how MySpace is 
used as a tool to construct social identities, including possible gender differences. 
 
 
Presenter: Caroline Louise Sidman 
Major: Classi cal  Civi lizati on 
Faculty Mentor:  Sander Goldberg (Classics ) 
 
Titus and the Rude Mechanicals: A Comparati ve Analysi s of ShakespeareÕs Use of 
Ovi d and Metamorphoses 
 
In William ShakespeareÕs plays Titus Andronicus and A Midsummer NightÕs Dream, the 
influence of Publius Ovidius NasoÕs Metamorphoses is clear, but when comparing the two 
works, the sophistication of intertextuality is far higher in the later written comedy. I argue in 
this thesis that the bumbling Rude Mechanicals of A Midsummer NightÕs Dream are a 
reflection by Shakespeare of his own repetitive and structural use of Ovid in Titus 
Andronicus. Shakespeare characterizes the Rude Mechanicals by their desire to conform to 
all details of MetamorphosesÕ Pyramus and Thisbe tale and from this I point to the many 
instances of a stringently literal use of Ovidian myths, particularly that of Philomela, in Titus 
Andronicus. I claim that the similarity of technique between the Rude MechanicalÕs derided 
scene and ShakespeareÕs bloody tragedy cannot be coincidental. Upon examining other 
portions of A Midsummer NightÕs Dream that allude to Ovid, I then contrast these techniques 
to ShakespeareÕs more sophisticated interpretation of Ovidian themes, rather than individual 
myths, and discuss the exploration of gender fluidity and relations between men and women 
that such complexity encourages. While Titus Andronicus can only address gender strife on 
a superficial level due to its adherence to the structure of OvidÕs myths, A Midsummer 
NightÕs Dream is able to develop more compelling interactions between its male and female 
characters. 
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Presenter: Ruth Fessehaie Tesfai 
Major: Undeclared 
Faculty Mentor: Cheryl  Keyes (Ethnomusi cology /Systematic Musi cology) 
 
The Evoluti on of Musi c in Afr ican American Culture: Traci ng the Contextual Themes 
from the Oral Traditi ons of Afr ican Slaves to Bob Marley 
 
My research proposal is called The Evolution of Music in  African American Culture: Tracing 
the Contextual Themes from the Oral Traditions of African Slaves to Bob Marley. As the title 
implies, my project looks at the progression of African American music, originating with the 
songs and spirituals brought to America by African slaves in the 17th century. These songs 
were used as a form of cultural identity, combining the slaveÕs experience in America with 
the memories of African life. These forms of oral tradition were used as tools to navigate 
through extreme hardship and oppression, as well as a way to uplift their spirits in  
the new world and protest their situation. I plan to explore this evolution of African American 
music through Bob MarleyÕs appropriation of these traditions in his songs. I do not plan to 
compare the stylistic compositions of his songs with the oral traditions. Instead, I will look at 
Bob MarleyÕs personal connection to slave folksongs and his utilization of their original 
purpose blended with Jamaican folklore. In addition, I will research the historical contexts 
and themes of African American life that the songs contain, ranging from the Middle 
Passage to the Civil War. Bob Marley songs that I plan to reference include ÒBuffalo 
Soldier,Ó ÒSlave DriverÓ and ÒRedemption Song.Ó 
 
 
Presenter: Rene Borja Tiongquico 
Major: History 
Faculty Mentors: Scot Brown (History) and Rick Wagoner (Educati on) 
 
Merritt( ocr acy): The History of Merritt CollegeÕs Student Acti vi sm of the 1960s and 
1970s 
 
Berkeley, Columbia, and Kent State conjure up images of campus incivility and student 
unrest that took place in the 1960s and 1970s. The community colleges, however, are 
absent from this mundane representation. This project focuses on the experiences and 
histories of student activism of the community college, particularly Merritt College in 
Oakland, California. The preeminence of the aged universities and their stature as 
respectable institutions blurred the community collegesÕ participation during a crucial time 
period of history. Yet, MerrittÕs roots with activism are rarely referenced despite being a 
socially active campus. The college prides itself in educating Huey P. Newton and Bobby 
Seale of the Black Panther Party for Self-Defense. The activities in Merritt during tumultuous 
times beckon a reconsideration of the attention given to universities. Using mostly archival 
and historical narratives, I consider an ethnographic and case-study for the scope of this 
project. Thus, this project takes on literature reviews of both the community colleges as well 
as the accounts of students and administrators of Merritt. The implications of this research 
are twofold: Merritt, and the community college, is an understudied domain in student unrest 
of the 1960s and 1970s. An anomaly to other community college activism, Merritt College 
reconstructs student activism by remaining an active campus during civil unrest. 
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Presenter: Phyl lis Covington Thompson 
Major: Afr ican Amer ican Studies 
Faculty Mentor: Eugene Wolfenstei n (Politi cal Science) 
 
The Tattoo Revoluti on: Self Representati on in Suburban Black Male Youth - A New 
Discourse of Identi ty  
 
Using the qualitative method I will trace the history and the practice of tattooing, particularly 
in regards to American Black Males. I will specifically focus on African American suburban 
Male Youth between the ages of 16 years and 25 years. Historical roots of involuntary 
tattooing and branding during slavery will be explored and the subconscious or unconscious 
impact it has had on present-day society. Additionally, I will explore ways in which politics 
and self-representation are conjoined in this contemporary age of tattooing. I will question 
how tattooing has changed over the past four centuries; how the issue of sovereignty over 
his body has been usurped by slavery and Jim Crow; and how it has re-cast the African-
American male in relationship to his body.  The dominant cultureÕs response to African-
American self representation is impacted in employment practices, social customs and 
narratives which will illustrate real life experiences through the eyes (and bodies) of young 
men who have dared to be different and create a new identity. I will share their stories of 
family disapproval, peer recognition, and social pressure, though they hold no gang ties or 
group memberships in relation to their tattoos. The popularity of contemporary tattooing has 
exceeded social mores and amended standards of beauty; but has it eliminated the negative 
stigma associated with African-American males? For the black male youth, contemporary 
tattooing may be considered an underground revolution. Most important in this new 
discourse of identity, is the personal meaning these tattoos signify and their implications 
later in life.  
 
 
Presenter: Cori Mariann Tucker 
Major: Communication Studies 
Faculty Mentor: LaÕ Tonya Rease Miles (English) 
 
The Black Bowl ing League: Uncover ing its Disbandment 
 
The Black Bowler's league is an organization that provided structure and unity within the 
black community during the years that they were most active. The success of the bowling 
league was partly due to the demographics of black neighborhoods which were centralized 
in specific areas. I am researching how the structural organization of the bowling League 
was fragmented due to the influx of a growing Latino population that migrated into black 
neighborhoods. I will analyze how Latino migration affected the nucleus of black bowling, 
causing the organization to move to other areas in Los Angeles. I intend to use census data 
and previous research material to determine the reason for the disbandment of the bowling 
organization. I hope to uncover the cause for tension within Black/Latino relations and how 
the Black Bowling league was directly affected by the change in demographics. 
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Presenter: Patr icia Valladolid 
Major: Chicana and Chicano Studies 
 
The Road Women Travel : A Study of Chicana/Latina Truck drivers 
 
Historically Chicana/Latinas have been apart of the ÒoutsideÓ working culture in various 
industrial sectors. These women have experienced unique and harsh conditions that are 
currently affecting Chicana/ Latina laborers. Since the establishment of the American 
workforce we see a distinct separation between what society considers male jobs and 
female jobs. The workforce reinforces gender roles that women of color have worked 
towards diminishing. In Canner women, Cannery Lives Vicki Ruiz documents the 
experiences of Chicana industrial workers who challenged stereotypes of Chicanas as 
exclusively belong in the home and family centered.  These gender paradigms have been 
reinforced through societal norms. It is hard to erase the image of a Mary maid or a Bob the 
builder from your mind. Gendered vocations have created challenges for Chicana/Latinas in 
the workforce. Chicana/ Latina truck drivers are immersed in a hyper masculine vocation 
that has not been recognized as a womanÕs job.  With these perceptions and societies 
division of labor, I seek to study how these Latina truck drivers challenge paradigms of 
masculinity and femininity with in the trucking industry? In what ways are these females not 
complying with the constrictions of society gender roles for men and women. This study will 
document how these Chicanas/Latinas challenge the male dominate environment by way of 
their actions and attitudes.  
 
 
Presenter: Vanessa Villalpando 
Major: Anthropology 
Faculty Mentor: Linda Garro (Anthropology) 
Graduate Mentor: Mara Buchbinder (Anthropology) 
 
Creati ng a Fami ly Health Portr ait through the Observation of Daily Life 
 
The Center on Everyday Lives of Families (CELF) has collected rich video, audio, and 
interview data to study how dual income, middle-class families in the Los Angeles area 
approach and handle the demands of everyday life. Each family was videotaped a total of 
four or five days over the course of one week, and interviews were conducted with the 
parents and children. For the last three months, I have interned with the Family Health 
Portraits project, which uses the data to look at how health and well-being are viewed and 
integrated in family life. My research focuses on one particular family, the ÒFriedmanÓ family. 
I am currently analyzing the data collected from this family, looking for scenes that express 
particular patterns and themes, as well as observing family dynamics, to understand how 
health and well-being are situated in their daily life. My preliminary analysis has revealed 
some recurring patterns that illuminate this familyÕs understanding of health and well-being, 
including: differences between the parents in their personalities and disciplining styles; the 
childrenÕs extracurricular activities as a factor of stress; diet and exercise in relation to 
weight and weight management; and negotiation between parent and child regarding the 
use of media and recreational time. As I continue my analysis, the plan is to develop a 
family health portrait of the Friedman family. 
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Presenter: Elonzo West  
Major: Anthropology 
Faculty Mentor: Suzanne Wertheim (Anthropology) 
 
Graffi ti  Sites : Hip-Hop Cultural Landmarks Of Los Angeles 
 
Graffiti culture acts as a permanent trait within greater Los Angeles. It is seen in a nearly 
incalculable array of locations such as bus stop poles, trash cans, and freeway signs (that 
are at times 20 plus feet high with little climbing support). There have been publications 
released over the past thirty years analyzing the aesthetics, illegality, or the variations of 
graffiti culture from various regions around the world. Although the art itself is transient in 
nature, the presence of the art is fixed within most major cities. My study is to analyze the 
places in which habitual acts of graffiti takes place as Hip-Hop cultural landmarks of Los 
Angeles. Freeway washes and rooftops are not landmarks in the traditional hegemonic 
sense, but they are landmarks in the minds of the people that practice and observe the 
culture. Hip-Hop graffiti sites are a unique presence in Los Angeles that serves as constant 
symbolic indicators for self and group representation that can provide insight as to what is 
happening in our communities. It is a reflection of Los Angeles culture through an unfiltered 
lens, its meaning could be community specific, or dependent on the individual viewer. In 
poster form I will present a collection of data and original photographs that conveys how city 
space is used within the L.A. Hip-Hop graffiti movement and ultimately share my experience 
conducting a participant observation experiment with established members of the L.A. 
graffiti scene. 
 
 
Presenter: Lindsey Woore 
Major: English 
Faculty Mentor: Christopher C. Wild (Germanic Languages) 
 
Labyr inths of Childhood and Sexuality: Mazes in Children's Films and Literature 
 
The significance of the labyrinths in children movies and literature suggest that these mazes 
are not only a physical space, but a mental space as well. Since the eighteenth and 
nineteenth centuries, children have been deemed as innocent beings that need to be 
protected from a corrupt adult society. Thus, in movies and literature targeted for children, 
society attempts to prevent the young hero/heroine from entering the maze, but to no avail. 
The children eventually enter the maze, with its many twists and turns, and usually set out 
on a quest to save someone, but mostly to save themselves. For in every maze there lies a 
monster or a villain waiting to kill, devour, or seduce the children. Therefore, even though 
society feels it would be safer to keep the children from venturing into the maze, their 
journey through the labyrinth is inevitable. The mazes and labyrinths represent the liminal 
space, a space that young children must traverse in order to pass from the age of childhood 
to adult maturation. This journey can be either successful or unsuccessful. If the children 
stick to the straight path, overcoming obstacles and ignoring other distractions, they emerge 
as healthy adults with heteronormative ideals. The monster or villain lying within the maze 
represents the adult authority figure who usually attempts to lead the children astray. In 
ÒLabyrinth,Ó ÒPanÕs Labyrinth,Ó ÒLittle Red Riding Hood,Ó ÒAlice in Wonderland,Ó and the 
Minotaur myth, the children pass through a rite of passage as they enter the maze. 



 
 

 
 
 

49 

 
 

2007-2008 Undergraduate Research Awards 

 
Undergraduate Research Scholar s Program Awards  

 
    
AGISHEVA, Dilyara Political Science  
 Mentor: Eugene Wolfenstein  
  (Political Science) 
 
AKINLOYE, Babatunde  Film & Television 
 Mentor: Paul Von Blum (History) 
 
ALCALA, Matthew Psychology 
 Mentor: L. Anne Peplau (Sociology) 
 
ALVAREZ, Laura I.  History 
 Mentor: Lisa Kim Davis (Geography) 

AMARANTE, Rossely  English Literature  
 Mentor: Richard Yarborough  
  (African-American Studies)  
 

AU, Brandy International Development Studies 
 Mentor: Cameron Campbell (Sociology) 
 
BARNES, Jason D. History 
 Mentor: Patrick Geary (History) 
 
BARRAGAN, Melissa Sociology 
 Mentor: Jeannie Oakes (Education) 
 
BASTOMSKI, Sara Sociology 
 Mentor: Zsuzsa Berend (Sociology) 
 
BENSON, Madonna J.  Linguistics 
 Mentor: Kie Zuraw (Linguistics) 
 
BERG, Amanda Political Science  
 Mentor: Brian Walker (Political Science)  
  
BURDETTE, Julia English 
 Mentor: Katherine Hayles (English) 
 
CALLEJAS, Mario A.  Film & Television 
 Mentor: Rory Kelly  
  (Theater, Film & Television) 
 
CAO, Cui Heng Economics/International Area Studies 
 Mentor: Rodney Swanson (Economics) 
 
CASTRO, Lorena Sociology 
 Mentor: Mark Q. Sawyer (Political Science) 
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CHANG, Farica Sea Ying Communication Studies 
 Mentor: Mark A. Huppin (Political Science) 
 
CHIN, Jenna K. Psychology 
 Mentor: Bruce Baker (Psychology) 
 
CHO, Ae Rin International Development Studies 
 Mentor: Leobardo Estrada (Public Policy) 
 
CHOI, Eun Jung Political Science  
 Mentor:Timothy Tangherlini (Scandinavian) 
 
COLLETTE-VANDERAA, Heather    Communications Studies 
 Mentor: Douglas M. Kellner (Education) 
 
COPELIN, Laura E. Art & English 
 Mentor: Calvin Bedient (English) 
 
COX, Amy A. English 
 Mentor: Reed Wilson (English)  
 
DAGAN, Shirley C. Communications Studies 
 Mentor: Paul Von Blum  
  (Communications Studies) 
 
DENOVELLIS, Brittany S. Anthropology 
 Mentor: Jeanne Arnold (Anthropology) 
 
DONELAN, Cynthia American Literature & Culture 
 Mentor: Joseph Dimuro (English)  
 
DONIG, Jessica S. Sociology 
 Mentor: Zsuzsa Berend (Sociology) 
 
DUMAI, Neta Communications Studies 
 Mentor: Paul Von Blum  
  (Communications Studies)  
 
EBNER, Noah Geography 
 Mentor: Michael Curry (Geography) 
 

EDGLEY, Darlene WomenÕs Studies 
 Mentor: Marjorie Kagawa-Singer  
  (Public Health)  
 
EVANS, Suzanne E. English 
 Mentor: Karen Rowe (English) 
 
FELIX, Joseph F. International Development Studies 
 Mentor: Michael Salman  (History) 
 
FIELDER, Justin L. History 
 Mentor: Peter Reill (History)  
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FORDYCE, Jennifer L. English 
 Mentor: Teddi Chichester  
  (Writing Programs) 
 
FREEMAN, Samantha D. World Arts & Cultures 
 Mentor: Chen Che Yu  
  (World Arts & Cultures) 
 
GERSON, Danielle R.   Anthropology 
 Mentor: Marjorie Goodwin (Anthropology) 
 
GOLD, Stephen M.  History 
 Mentor: Janice L Reiff (History) 
 
GONZALEZ-FLORES, Araceli Political Science 
 Mentor:  Mark Q. Sawyer  
  (Political Science) 
 
GUEVARA, Cecilia English 
 Mentor: Anne K. Mellor (English) 
 
GUPTA, Jaya C. English 
 Mentor: Matthew Fisher (English) 
 
HA, Chan Mi Sociology 
 Mentor: Zsuzsa Berend (Sociology) 
 
HARVEY, Brendan M.  English 
 Mentor: Joseph Dimuro (English) 
 
HELLER, ANA G. English 
 Mentor: Mona Simpson (English) 
 
HEWITT, Jami English 
 Mentor: Reed Wilson (English) 
 
JU, Tiffany Psychology 
 Mentor: Hector Myers (Psychology) 
 
JURADO, Elena M. Anthropology 
 Mentor: Linda Garro (Anthropology) 
 
KARTSONIS, Rachel M. English 
 Mentor: Karen Rowe (English) 
KHACHOYAN, Ani Psychology 
 Mentor: Connie Kasari (Education) 
 
KIM, Min Hee Comparative Literature 
 Mentor: Ross P. Shideler  
  (Comparative Literature) 



 
 

 
 
 

52 

KNOWLES, Chase L. Film, Television and Digital Media 
 Mentor: Fabian Wagmister  
  (Film, & Television and  
  Digital Media) 
 

KOLETIC, Carolina F. Anthropology 
 Mentor: Thomas Weisner (Anthropology) 
 
KOLKEY, William History 
 Mentor: Patrick Geary (History) 
 
LAM, Patty Pou Ieng Sociology 
 Mentor: Zsuzsa Berend (Sociology) 
 
LIPPMAN, Rebecca A. Comparative Literature 
 Mentor: Kathleen Komar  
  (Comparative Literature) 
 
LUSKIN, Matthew S. Geography & Environmental Studies 
 Mentor: Hartmut S. Walter (Geography) 
 
LUSTER, Julia A.  American Literature and Culture 
 Mentor: Kenneth Reinhard (English) 
 
MARSH, Courtney Film and Television 
 Mentor: Becky Smith (Film and Television) 
 
MARTINEZ, Anais E. Political Science/History 
 Mentor: Mark Q. Sawyer (Political Science) 
 
MCCULLOUGH-SANDEN, Elizabeth     Political Science  
 Mentor: Joshua Dienstag  
  (Political Science) 
 
MONCADA, Freddy History 
 Mentor: Robin Derby (History) 
 
MOTTAGHI, Marjaneh Sociology 
 Mentor: Zsuzsa Berend (Sociology) 
 
MUNGUIA, Jacqueline M. English and Ethnomusicology 
 Mentor: Kathleen Komar  
  (Comparative Literature) 
 
MUSSARD, Erika D. Psychology 
 Mentor: Rena Repetti (Clinical Psychology) 
 
NADLER, D. Robby World Arts & Cultures 
 Reed Wilson (English) 
 
NORINDR, Kristina B. WomenÕs Studies 
 Mentor: Juliet Williams (WomenÕs Studies) 
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PATE, Julie L. Art 
 Mentor: Andrea Fraser (Art) 
 
POTOMAC, Richard L.  Psychology 
 Mentor: Rena Repetti (Psychology)   
 
REED, Tristan B.  Economics 
 Mentor: Michael Rothschild (Economics) 
 
RIBEIRO, Monique H.  Latin American Studies 
 Mentor: Mark Q. Sawyer (Political Science) 
 
RIOS INFANTE, Emiliano English 
 Mentor: Lowell Gallagher (English) 
 
ROBNETT, Roberta L.  History 
 Mentor: Gabriel Piterberg (History) 
 
RODMAN, Megan  WomenÕs Studies /Psychology 
 Mentor: Sharon Bayes 
  (Anthropology/WomenÕs Studies) 
 
RODRIGUEZ, Elvira J. Chicana & Chicano Studies 
 Mentor : Daniel G. Solorzano (Education) 
 
ROSENBERG, Eli M.  English  
 Mentor: Benjamin C. Schwarz (English) 
 

RUEDA, Victoria C.  History 
 Mentor: Mary Yeager (History) 
 
SALGUERO, Luis A.  Anthropology  
 Mentor: Alessandro Duranti (Anthropology) 
 
SALIMKHAN, Goldie Psychology 
 Mentor: Patricia Greenfield (Psychology) 
 
SANFORD, Emma K. History 
 Mentor: Joan Waugh (History) 
 
SCHUTZMAN, Adena T. Political Science 
 Mentor: Steven Spiegel (Political Science) 
  
SHALLOWHORN, Trashon C. World Arts and Cultures 
 Mentor: David Gere  
  (World Arts and Cultures) 
 
 SHARP, Rosanne L. Comparative Literature 
 Mentor: Kathleen Komar  
  (Comparative Literature) 
 
SUSSMAN, Sarah American Literature and Culture  
 Mentor: Mark McGurl (English) 
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THOMAS, Kyla E. Sociology 
 Mentor: Zsuzsa Berend (Sociology) 
 
TORRES, Kimberly F. Sociology 
 Mentor: Zsuzsa Berend (Sociology) 
 
USAHACHAROENPORN, Proud      Psychology 
 Mentor: Anne Peplau (Psychology) 
 
VANHAMERSVELD, Kristine Anthropology 
 Mentor: Marjorie Goodwin (Anthropology) 
 
VILLARREAL, Vanessa M. Psychology 
 Mentor: Sandra Graham (Education) 
 
WHITNEY, Heather M.  Philosophy 
 Mentor: Sally Gibbons (Philosophy) 
 
WILKERSON, Matthew S.  English 
 Mentor: Joseph Dimuro (English) 
 
YOSHIDA, Emily Theatre, Film and Television 
 Mentor: Rory Kelly  
  (Theatre, Film and Television) 
 
ZHOU, Amy Y. Sociology  
 Mentor: Min Zhou (Sociology) 
 
ZIOLKOWSKI, Aaron S. History 
 Mentor: Teofilo Ruiz (History) 
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Undergraduate Re search Fell ows Progr am Awards  
 

 

Abaryan, Tatevik    Psychology 

Adkisson, Tory    English 

Agustin, Hulmaro    Chicana & Chicano Studies 

Birks, James E.    Psychology 

Cadambi, Aruna R.    International Development Studies 

Castaneda, Amalia     Sociology 

Chambers, Dionna N.   World Arts & Cultures 

Cheung, Chi-Kong    Psychology 

Diaz, Adrian     Political Science 

Farmer, Djuan Tyree   African-American Studies 

  Figueroa, Meleiza A.    Geography / Environmental Studies 

 Flores, Alma I.    Sociology 

 Garcia, Christian    Sociology 

 Gonzalez, Elizabeth    Psychology 

 Hagos, Daniel M    History 

 Hinrichsen, April    Psychology 

 Huang, Jennifer    Psychology 

 Ibarra, Lupita    Political Science 

 Johnson, Lea Marie    Comparative Literature 

 Kelly, Kenji Y    Psychology 

 Kim, Lydia    Psychology 

 Ledbetter, April L.    English 

 Lizama, Francisco J.    Psychology 

 Manshardt-Santa Romana, Victoria Psychology 

 Manzo, Rosa D    Psychology 

 Morales, Socorro E    Psychology 

 Olivares, Maria C.    Chicana & Chicano Studies 

 Passmore, Richard    History 

 Perez, Deanna    Psychology 

 Salcedo, Nicholas P. Psychology 

 Sanchez, Sarina                                     Sociology  



 
 

 
 
 

56 

 Thompson, Phyllis C. African-American Studies 

 Tiongquico, Rene B. History 

 Tsui, Aston    Psychology 

 Valladolid, Patricia    Chicana & Chicano Studies 

 Villalpando, Vanessa S    Anthropology 

 West, Michael E.    Anthropology 

 Woore, Lindsey    English 
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AAP Research R ookies Prog ram Award s 

 

Aparicio, Aminta    Pre-Bus Econ 

Boyd, Matthew    Pre-Bus Econ 

Cameron, Jessica    Pre-Bus Econ 

Carrillo, Jessica    Spanish 

Carrion, Bianca    Bio-chemistry  

Castro, Stephanie    World Art & Cultures 

Cho, Steven     Undeclared 

Franklin, Ella    Sociology  

Gonzales, Priscilla    English 

Gonzalez, Charlene    Political Science 

Kim, Han     Sociology 

Martinez, Aresha    Latin American Studies 

McBenttez, Amber    Sociology 

McCartney, Ginger    English 

Nazari, Teny     Psychology 

Pinedo, Jearelly    Political Science 

Rivera, Alejandra    Undeclared 

Rodriquez, Katva    Sociology 

Romero, Mirian    Undeclared 

Tesfai, Ruth     Biology 

Tucker, Cori     Political Science 
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Undergraduate Re search Tra vel Grants  
2007 Ð 2008 

 
Matthew Alcala 

Brandy Au 
Amorn Bholsangngam 

Heather Collette-Vanderaa 
Rachael Kartsonis 

Aditi Khurana 
Kristina Norindr 
Lisette Reynoso 

Griselda Rodriguez 
Daisy Salazar 

Norma Velasquez 
Vanessa Villarreal 

 
2006 Ð 2007 

 
Gerardo Acosta 
Matthew Alcala 
Aldo Benalcazar 
Juliana Carranza 

Amy Chung 
Lucia Chung 

Jeff Dhungana 
Darlene Edgley 

Tamara Jackson 
Tiffany Ju 

Jennifer Lee 
Lu Lu 

Corina Lopez 
Karla Luttman-Lopez 

Sophia McFoy 
Christina Natale 

Eric Torres 
Daniel Tyler 

Salvador Vazquez 
Arjun Wilkins 

Eric Yang 
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Westwind 2008 
 
 

2007-2008 Editor ial Staff  
 

Tory Adkisson, Executive Editor (Fall 2007-Present) 
 

Deborah Kim, Online Editor (Fall 2007-Present) 
Emarie Kohlmoos, Art/Visual Editor (Winter 2008-Present) 

 
  Jami Hewitt, Senior Poetry Editor (Fall 2007-Present) 

Eric Braun, Poetry Editor (Winter 2008-Present) 
Michelle Campagna, Poetry Editor (Fall 2007-Winter 2008) 

Genie Cartier, Poetry Editor (Fall 2007-Present) 
Peter Eirich, Poetry Editor (Fall 2007-Winter 2008) 
Johnny Hsi, Poetry Editor (Spring 2008-Present) 

Krista Lauder, Poetry Editor (Spring 2008-Present) 
Brittany Lovett, Poetry Editor (Spring 2008-Present) 
Robby Nadler, Poetry Editor (Fall 2007-Spring 2008) 

Amy Sanchez, Poetry Editor (Fall 2007-Present) 
Angelica So, Poetry Editor (Spring 2008-Present) 

Dan Troon-Sazani, Poetry Editor (Fall 2007-Winter 2008) 
Edie Van Winkle, Poetry Editor (Spring 2008-Present) 

 
Jenae Cohn, Senior Fiction Editor (Fall 2007-Present) 

 Shaye Blegen, Fiction Editor (Spring 2008-Present)  
Allison Clement, Fiction Editor (Fall 2007-Present) 
Karen Gamon, Fiction Editor (Fall 2007-Present) 
Zach Grafton, Fiction Editor (Fall 2007-Present) 

Lauren Hurlbutt, Fiction Editor (Fall 2007-Present) 
Carrie Jones, Fiction Editor (Fall 2007-Present) 

Deborah Kim, Fiction Editor (Winter 2008-Present) 
Eric Ku, Fiction Editor (Fall 2007-Winter 2008) 

Michelle Mastro, Fiction Editor (Fall 2007-Present) 
Jasmin Niku, Fiction Editor (Spring 2008-Present) 
Jennifer Peloso, Fiction Editor (Fall 2007-Present) 
Jeffrey Song, Fiction Editor (Spring 2008-Present) 
Michael Tran, Fiction Editor (Winter 2008-Present) 

Grace Tsai, Fiction Editor (Fall 2007-Present) 
Roberta Wolfson, Fiction Editor (Fall 2007-Present) 

 
Advisors  

 
Emily Ackerman, Research Mentor 

Reed Wilson, Director of URC 
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Aleph 2008 
 
 

2007-2008 Editor ial Staff  
 

William Kolkey, Executive Editor 
Heather Whitney, Executive Editor 

 
Melis Tusiray 

Jessica Cameron 
Richard Carlos  
Aynsley Moffitt 
Craig Orbelian 
Wade Orbelian 
Amanda Weldy 
Emily Gerrick 

Rachael Kartsonis 
Brett Noble 

Nancy Guarneros 
Heather Collette-VanDeraa 

Saif Ansari 
Sarah Zarrabi 

 
 

Advisors  
 

Lorna Apper, Research Mentor 
Reed Wilson, Director of URC 

 
 
 


